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Inside story : politics, intrigue and treachery from Thatcher to 
Brexit 
Philip Webster covered politics for The Times newspaper for 
43 years, including 18 years as its political editor. He has 
been at the centre of all the big stories of the past four 
decades - the fall of Labour in 1979, the rise and fall of 
Margaret Thatcher, the emergence and fall of John Major, 
the rise and fall of Tony Blair and his wars with Gordon 
Brown, the aftermath of 9/11, the war in Iraq, the fall of 
Brown, the rise and rise of David Cameron, and the shock 
election of Jeremy Corbyn. Beautifully illustrated with Peter 
Brookes' cartoons, Webster offers fresh insight into the great 
stories of his time. He gives a frank and revelatory insider's 
account of great political events since Michael Heseltine 
brandished the Mace, the night the Callaghan government 
fell, the day Sir Geoffrey Howe brought down Margaret 
Thatcher, the day Tony Blair said farewell, the night MPs 
voted for war in Iraq; and every Budget and autumn 
statement for 40 years. With the wit and geniality that has 
made him so many friends in politics, he reveals how stories 
came into his hands and how political journalism influences 
events as they unfolded. 
 

Philip 
Webster 

9780008201364 

The life of an MP: Everything you need to know about 
politics 
This book is here to take you inside the daily realities of 
Westminster. I don't mean that it's going to bore you to 
death with a blow by blow account of what it's like to sit on 
the Statutory Instrument Debate on Naval regulations 1968-
2020 - but to demystify the places and practice of politics.' 
From agonising decisions on foreign air strikes to making 
headlines about orgasms, from sitting in on history-making 
moments at the UN to eating McCain potato smiles at a 
black-tie banquet in China, the life of a politician is never 
dull. And it's also never been more important. But politics is 
far bigger than Westminster, and in this book Jess Phillips 
makes the compelling case for why now, more than ever, 
we all need to be a part of it. With trademark humour and 
honesty, Jess Phillips lifts the lid on what a career in politics is 
really like and why it matters - to all of us. 
 

Jess Phillips 9781398500921 
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How Britain Really Works: Understanding the Ideas and 
Institutions of a nation 
We are a nation that chose Brexit, rejects immigration but is 
dependent on it, is getting older but less healthy, is more 
demanding of public services but less willing to pay for 
them, is tired of intervention abroad but wants to remain a 
global authority. We have an over-stretched, free health 
service (an idea from the 1940s that may not survive the 
2020s), overcrowded prisons, a military without an evident 
purpose, an education system the envy of none of the 
Western world. How did we get here and where are we 
going?How Britain Really Works is a guide to Britain and its 
institutions (the economy, the military, schools, hospitals, the 
media, and more), which explains just how we got to 
wherever it is we are. It will not tell you what opinions to 

Stig Abell 9781473658424 

 

Sex, Lies and the Ballot Box: 50 things you need to know 
about British Elections 
Have you ever wondered...- what emotions really influence 
where your cross goes on the ballot paper? - whether 
people are claiming to vote when they haven't? - which 
party's supporters are the kinkiest in bed? In the run-up to 
the most hotly contested and unpredictable election in a 
generation, this exhilarating read injects some life back into 
the world of British electoral politics. Sex, Lies and the Ballot 
Box sheds light on some of our more unusual voting trends, 
ranging from why people lie about voting to how being 
attractive can get you elected. Each of the fifty accessible 
and concise chapters, written by leading political experts, 
seeks to examine the broader issues surrounding voting and 
elections in Britain. It is not just about sexual secrets and 
skewed surveys: it illustrates the importance of women and 
ethnic minorities; explains why parties knock on your door 
(and why they don't); and shows how partisanship colours 
your views of everything, even pets. This fascinating volume 
covers everything you need to know (and the things you 
never thought you needed to know) about the bedroom 
habits, political untruths and voting nuances behind the 
upcoming election. 

Philip 
Cowley 

9781849547550 
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The summer of 1787: The Men Who Invented the 
Constitution. 
The Summer of 1787 takes us into the sweltering room 
in which the founding fathers struggled for four 
months to produce the Constitution: the flawed but 
enduring document that would define the nation 
then and now. The Summer of 1787 traces the 
struggles within the Philadelphia Convention as the 
delegates hammered out the charter for the worlds 
first constitutional democracy. Relying on the words 
of the delegates themselves to explore the 
Conventions sharp conflicts and hard bargaining,  
 

David O. 
Stewart 

9780743286936 

 

The Presidency in Black and White: my up-close view 
of four presidents and race in the USA 
When the award-winning The Presidency in Black 
and White first appeared, readers were captivated 
by journalist April Ryan's compelling behind-the-
scenes look at race relations from the epicenter of 
American power and policy making-the White 
House. As a White House correspondent since 1997, 
Ryan provides unique insights on the presidencies of 
Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barack Obama. In 
the updated paperback edition, Ryan contributes a 
new afterword, chronicling the country's growing 
racial divide, the end of the Obama era, the 
increasingly contentious Trump White House, and 
prospects for race relations in the Trump presidency. 
 

April 
Ryan 

9781538106639 
 

 

 

People Without Power: The War on Populism and the 
Fight for Democracy 
Everything we think we know about populism is 
wrong. Donald Trump. Brexit. European right-wing 
extremists. All have been accused of populism. But 
what does this often thrown about, yet generally 
misunderstood, term actually mean?The real story of 
populism is an account of enlightenment and 
liberation; the story of democracy itself, of its promise 
of a decent life for us all. The author takes us from the 
emergence of the radical left-wing US Populist Party 
in the 1890s, through the triumphs of reformers under 
Roosevelt and Truman, to the present day, reminding 
us how much we owe to the populist ethos. 
 

Thomas 
Frank 

1912854228 
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Deadlock: The Inside Story of America’s Closest 
Election 
The Washington Post, America's premier newspaper 
for politics and elections, has been in the forefront of 
the post-election coverage, and in this book its 
award-winning staff provides the first full-length 
account of the closest and strangest election in our 
history -- from the last frantic days of campaigning to 
the networks' premature election-night projections; 
from the "butterfly ballot" to the manual recounts; 
from the first legal challenges to the final 
adjudication. The Post has offered unsurpassed 
coverage of the events that transfixed the nation 
and the world, and now its all-star team of reporters 
has produced a page-turner to rival the best political 
thrillers. Deadlock is a wholly original work of history-
in-the-making, written by David Von Drehle and Ellen 
Nakashima, two of the paper's most accomplished 
political writers, drawing on the reporting of over two 
dozen top reporters and columnists in Washington, 
Florida, and Texas 
 

David Von 
Drehle & 
Ellen 
Nakashima 

1586480806 

 

American Carnage: On the Front Lines of the 
Republican Civil War and the Rise of President Trump 
Politico Magazine's chief political correspondent 
provides a rollicking insider's look at the making of the 
modern Republican Party-how a decade of cultural 
upheaval, populist outrage, and ideological warfare 
made the GOP vulnerable to a hostile takeover from 
the unlikeliest of insurgents: Donald J.Trump. The 2016 
election was a watershed for the United States. But, 
as Tim Alberta explains in American Carnage, to 
understand Trump's victory is to view him not as the 
creator of this era of polarization and bruising 
partisanship, but rather as its most manifest 
consequence. American Carnage is the story of a 
president's rise based on a country's evolution and a 
party's collapse. Loaded with exclusive reporting and 
based off hundreds of interviews-including with key 
players such as President Trump, Paul Ryan, Ted Cruz, 
John Boehner, Mitch McConnell, Jim DeMint, and 
Reince Priebus, and many others-American Carnage 
takes us behind the scenes of this tumultuous period 
as we've never seen it before and establishes Tim 
Alberta as the premier chronicler of this political era. 
 

Tim 
Alberta 

9780062896350 
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Jihad Vs. McWorld 
An essential text for anyone who wants to understand 
the challenges facing us after the tragic events of 
September 11, 2001, and in light of the current conflict 
in the Middle East. In a ground-breaking work, political 
scientist Benjamin R. Barber offers a penetrating 
analysis of the central conflict of our times: 
consumerist capitalism versus religious and tribal 
fundamentalism. These diametrically opposed but 
intertwined forces are tearing apart - and bringing 
together - the world as we know it, undermining 
democracy and the nation-state on which it depends. 
On the one hand, capitalism on the global level is 
rapidly dissolving the social and economic barriers 
between nations, transforming the world's diverse 
populations into a blandly uniform market. On the 
other hand, ethnic, religious, and racial hatreds are 
fragmenting the political landscape into smaller and 
smaller tribal units. In this important book, now more 
timely than ever before, he explores the alarming 
repercussions of this potent dialectic and in his new 
introduction sketches a democratic response to 
terrorism. 
 

B.R. Barber 9780552163848 

 

Rogue State: A Guide to the World’s Only Superpower 
After reading Rogue State, it is impossible to hang 
fast to the comforting illusion that the American way 
is some kind of enlightenment. Will Self A book of 
charges to be tied to a paving stone and thrown at 
the men in Washington. Independent on 
Sunday Rogue State and its author came to sudden 
international attention when Osama Bin Laden 
quoted the book publicly in January 2006, propelling 
the book to the top of the bestseller charts in a 
matter of hours. It is an essential guide to the crimes 
and misdemeanours of the world s only superpower. 

William 
Blum 

1350362255 

 

 

Bobby Kennedy: The Making of a Liberal Icon Larry Tye 0812983505 
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Two Hours That Shook The World 
Examines the causes of the September 11, 2001 
attacks, and also provides a reasoned approach as 
to what the future may hold.As the dust settled 
around the devastation of the World Trade Centre 
and the Pentagon on 11 September 2001, a host of 
questions emerged surrounding the attacks, the 
motives behind them and their future implications. In 
Two Hours that Shook the World Fred Halliday 
expands on the many socio-cultural, religious and 
political problems that have plagued the Middle East 
and Central Asia in the last half-century. Halliday 
dispels the idea that the Muslim and non-Muslim 
worlds are poised for conflict. He explains the causes 
and rise of Islamic fundamentalism, how terror 
became an instrument of political and military 
conflict, and why seemingly well-educated and sane 
individuals are taking drastic actions to voice their 
desperation. The burden of history is also invoked, as 
with the Palestinian-Israeli situation, the festering 
malaise at the heart of Middle Eastern consciousness 
and identity.  
 

Fred 
Halliday 

0863563821 

 

Understanding Trump  
The presidency of Donald Trump marks a profound 
change in the trajectory of American government, 
politics, and culture. Like his administration, the 
movement that put him in office represents a 
phenomenon that is worth studying. Donald Trump is 
unlike any American president. He is the only person 
ever elected to be commander in chief who has not 
first held public office or served as a general in the 
military. His principles grow out of five decades of 
business and celebrity success-not politics-so he 
behaves differently than do traditional politicians. In 
UNDERSTANDING TRUMP, Newt Gingrich shares what 
he learned from more than two years helping Trump 
and his team throughout the campaign, the election, 
and during the first months of the presidency. 

Newt 
Ginggrich 

1478923067 
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Listen, Liberal 
With his trademark sardonic wit and lacerating logic, 
Thomas Frank exposes how, in the last few decades, 
the American Left has made an unprecedented shift 
away from its working-class roots. Financial inequality 
is one of the biggest political issues of our time: from 
the Wall Street bail-outs - where bankers still received 
huge bonuses while thousands of people lost their 
homes - to the rise of 'the One Percent', who 
between them control 40 per cent of US wealth. So 
where are the Democrats - the notional party of the 
people - in all this? In his scathing examination of how 
the Democratic Party has failed to combat financial 
inequality, despite being given near perfect 
conditions for success, Thomas Frank argues that the 
Left in America has abandoned its roots to pursue a 
new class of supporter: elite professionals. Under this 
'meritocratic' system, the educated middle class 
prosper, but ordinary workers continue to suffer. 
Unless the Democrats remember their historic 
purpose and win back the working class, Frank warns, 
the rift between America's rich and poor will deepen 
further still, with dire consequences for both sides. 
 

Thomas 
Frank 

1925228886 

 

 

What’s the Matter with Kansas? 
What's the Matter with Kansas? unravels the great 
political mystery of our day: Why do so many 
Americans vote against their economic and social 
interests? With his acclaimed wit and acuity, Thomas 
Frank answers the riddle by examining his home 
state, Kansas-a place once famous for its radicalism 
that now ranks among the nation's most eager 
participants in the culture wars. Charting what he 
calls the "thirty-year backlash"-the popular revolt 
against a supposedly liberal establishment-Frank 
reveals how conservatism, once a marker of class 
privilege, became the creed of millions of ordinary 
Americans. A brilliant analysis-and funny to boot-
What's the Matter with Kansas? is a vivid portrait of an 
upside-down world where blue-collar patriots recite 
the Pledge while they strangle their life chances; 
where small farmers cast their votes for a Wall Street 
order that will eventually push them off their land; 
and where a group of frat boys, lawyers, and CEOs 
has managed to convince the country that it speaks 
on behalf of the People. 

Thomas 
Frank 9780805077742 
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The Politics Book brings a fresh and vibrant take on the topic 
through eye-catching graphics and diagrams to immerse 
yourself in. This captivating book will broaden your 
understanding of Politics, with:- More than 100 
groundbreaking ideas in the history of political thought- 
Packed with facts, charts, timelines and graphs to help 
explain core concepts- A visual approach to big subjects 
with striking illustrations and graphics throughout- Easy to 
follow text makes topics accessible for people at any level 
of understandingThe Politics Book is a captivating 
introduction to the world's greatest thinkers and their 
political big ideas that continue to shape our lives today, 
aimed at adults with an interest in the subject and students 
wanting to gain more of an overview. 
 

DK 9781409364450 

 

Invisible Women  
Invisible Women reveals how in a world built for and by men 
we are systematically ignoring half of the population, often 
with disastrous consequences. Caroline Criado Perez brings 
together for the first time an impressive range of case 
studies, stories and new research from across the world that 
illustrate the hidden ways in which women are forgotten, 
and the profound impact this has on us all. Discover the 
shocking gender bias that affects our everyday lives as 
discussed in Caroline's new podcast, Visible Women.  
 

Caroline 
Criado 
Perez 

9781784706289 

 


