
Academic Reading 
Law: AQA ‘A’ Level

 

Fake Law: The Truth About Justice in an Age of Lies 
Did an illegal immigrant avoid deportation because he had 
a cat?- Is the law on the side of the burglar who enters your 
home? - Are unelected judges 'enemies of the people'? 
Most of us think the law is only relevant to criminals, if we 
even think of it at all. But the law touches every area of our 
lives: from intimate family matters to the biggest issues in our 
society. In Fake Law, the Secret Barrister debunks the lies 
and builds a defence against the abuse of our law, our 
rights and our democracy that is as entertaining as it is vital. 
 

The Secret 
Barrister 

9781529009989 

 

The Secret Barrister: Stories of the Law and How It's Broken 
An anonymous barrister offers a shocking, darkly comic and 
very moving journey through the legal system - and explains 
how it's failing all of us. In The Secret Barrister: Stories of the 
Law and How It's Broken I want to share some stories from 
my daily life to show you how the system is broken, who 
broke it and why we should start caring before it's too late. 
 

The Secret 
Barrister 

 9781509841141 

 

In Your Defence  
Her job is to stand in court representing the mad and the 
bad, the vulnerable, the heartbroken and the hopeful. She 
must become their voice. Sarah weaves their story around 
the black and white of the law and tell it to the courtroom. 
These stories may not make headlines but they will change 
the lives of ordinary people in extraordinary ways. They are 
stories which, but for a twist of luck, might have been yours. 
With remarkable candour, Sarah describes eleven cases 
which reveal what goes on in our criminal and family courts: 
these are tales of domestic fall out, everyday burglary, 
sexual indiscretion, and children caught up in the law. 
 
They are sometimes shocking and they are often heart-
stopping. 
 

Sarah 
Langford 

9781784163082 

 

Under the Wig  
How can you speak up for someone accused of a savage 
murder? Or sway a jury? Or get a judge to drop a case?In 
this memoir, murder case lawyer William Clegg revisits his 
most intriguing trials, from the acquittal of Colin Stagg to the 
shooting of Jill Dando, to the man given life because of an 
earprint. All the while he lays bare the secrets of his 
profession, from the rivalry among barristers to the nervous 
moments before a verdict comes back, and how our right 
to a fair trial is now at risk. Under the Wig is for anyone who 
wants to know the reality of a murder trial. 

William 
Clegg 

9781529401240 
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The Prosecutor  
The outsider who transformed our justice systemNazir Afzal 
knows a thing or two about justice. As a Chief Prosecutor, it 
was his job to make sure the most complex, violent and 
harrowing crimes made it to court, and that their perpetrators 
were convicted. From the Rochdale sex ring to the earliest 
prosecutions for honour killing and modern slavery, Nazir was 
at the forefront of the British legal system for decades. But his 
story begins in Birmingham, in the sixties, as a young boy 
facing racist violence and the tragic death of a young family 
member - and it's this that sets him on the path to his 
groundbreaking career, and which enables him to help 
communities that the conventional justice system ignores, 
giving a voice to the voiceless. A memoir of struggle and 
survival as well as crime and punishment, The Prosecutor is 
both a searing insight into the justice system and a powerful 
story of one man's pursuit of the truth. 
 

Nazir Afzal 9781529105025 

 

In Black and White: A Young Barrister's Story of Race and 
Class in a Broken Justice System  
Alexandra Wilson was a teenager when her dear family friend 
Ayo was stabbed on his way home from football. Ayo's death 
changed Alexandra. She felt compelled to enter the legal 
profession in search of answers. As a junior criminal and family 
law barrister, Alexandra finds herself navigating a world and 
a set of rules designed by a privileged few. A world in which 
fellow barristers sigh with relief when a racist judge retires: 'I've 
got a black kid today and he would have had no hope'. In 
her debut book, In Black and White, Alexandra re-creates the 
tense courtroom scenes, the heart-breaking meetings with 
teenage clients, and the moments of frustration and triumph 
that make up a young barrister's life. Alexandra shows us how 
it feels to defend someone who hates the colour of your skin, 
or someone you suspect is guilty. 
We see what it is like for children coerced into county line 
drug deals and the damage that can be caused when we 
criminalise teenagers. Alexandra's account of what she has 
witnessed as a young mixed-race barrister is in equal parts 
shocking, compelling, confounding and powerful. 'An 
inspirational, clear-eyed account of life as a junior barrister is 
made all the more exceptional by the determination, 
passion, humanity and drive of the author. 
 

Alexandra 
Wilson 

 9781913068318 
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Unlawful Killings: Life, Love and Murder: Trials at the Old Bailey  
Every day in the UK lives are suddenly, brutally, wickedly 
taken away. Victims are shot or stabbed. Less often they are 
strangled or suffocated or beaten to death. Rarely they are 
poisoned, pushed off high buildings, drowned or set alight. 
Then there are the many who are killed by dangerous drivers, 
or corporate gross negligence. There are a lot of ways you 
can kill someone. I know because I've seen most of them at 
close quarters.' High-profile murder cases all too often grab 
our attention in dramatic media headlines - for every 
unlawful death tells a story. But, unlike most of us, a judge 
doesn't get to turn the page and move on. Nor does the 
defendant, or the family of the victim, nor the many other 
people who populate the court room. And yet, each of us 
has a vested interest in what happens there. And while most 
people have only the sketchiest idea of what happens inside 
a Crown Court, any one of us could end up in the witness-
box or even in the dock. With breath-taking skill and deep 
compassion, the author describes how cases unfold and 
illustrates exactly what it's like to be a murder trial judge and 
a witness to human good and bad. Sometimes very bad. The 
fracture lines that run through our society are becoming 
harder and harder to ignore. From a unique vantage point, 
the author warns that we do so at our peril. 
 

Wendy 
Joseph 

9780857528438 

 


