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Dear Students,  

Happy New Year to you all! I hope you all enjoyed the Christmas break. I’ve spoken to a few of you 

who had to isolate over Christmas (and one, over an 18th birthday too!) which I’m sure must have 

been really disappointing – hopefully being forced to stay in at least gave you a chance to catch up 

on some sleep and get ahead with some work! The mornings seem to have started in the middle of 

the night this week and it has been a real effort to get up!  I hope this has got easier as the week has 

gone on and continues to do so! 

Progression: UCAS and Apprenticeships 

Most of you have now sent off your UCAS applications but there are still a small number who have 

yet to do this. The deadline is fast approaching so this needs to be prioritised! For those of you who 

are not applying for university, there a number of events coming up which will help you. On Tuesday, 

those considering apprenticeships should attend a presentation in the theatre at 8.55 (please 

register first and then come down) This is aimed at year 13 but Year 12 are welcome too if you 

would like more information. Following this, there will be a workshop during Enrichment time on 

Wednesday 12th January in Room 210 about finding apprenticeships. There are only 30 places 

available on this so please see me if you are interested. On 19th January, there will be a virtual 

meeting for your parents to attend to give them more information about apprenticeships as they are 

quite different to when we were your age! 

Year 11 Applicants’ Event 

I have mentioned before that we are running an Applicants’ Event for current Year 11 students on 

Wednesday 12th January. I had previously only asked for Year 12 help as Year 13 should have been in 

their mock exams that week but as those exams are now a week later, there will hopefully be some 

Year 13s who are able to help too. I need at least 2 or 3 volunteers for each subject. Thank you to 

those of you who have already volunteered!  I still need more volunteers for all subjects apart from 

Psychology and Health and Social Care and currently have no one to talk about Spanish, Computer 

Science, Art, Media or Product Design. Please could I ask for your help with this event? 

Enrichment 

Unless you are doing a qualification in Enrichment (EPQ, BA Crest, FCSE Spanish), you can change 
your choice this term if you wish to do so. Your tutors will have forms on Tuesday so please 
complete one and return to me via your tutor by break on Tuesday. The choices are as follows: 
Football for boys, General Sports, The Sustainable Wardrobe, Cooking and Student Librarian. You can 



also opt to organise your own work placement - though this must be voluntary and not paid work. 
Priority will be given to those who chose Cooking last time but did not get a place. 

Exams this month 

Next week, a number of you will be sitting external exams for your vocational courses. These will be 
happening in various rooms around the sixth form so please be considerate about noise levels over 
this period.  

The following week, year 13 will be taking their mock exams. All year 13 lessons will be cancelled this 

week, so you only need to come in for your exams. 

Good luck to all of you taking exams in the next few weeks. 

New Librarian 

I’d like to welcome Mrs Francis to the sixth form. She has started this week as our librarian and is 

looking forward to working with you to make the library an engaging place to be. I’d like to thank all 

of the student librarians who have so ably held the fort since Mrs Simkins left and hope they will 

continue to support Mrs Francis.  

Can I remind you that there should be no food eaten in the library? This rule may have been 

forgotten while the library has not been attended but will be enforced now. 

Eloise White 

Eloise, one of our Deputy Head Prefects, is taking part in the 31 Miles in 31 Days Challenge for 

Southend’s Homeless Charity HARP this January. If you would like to sponsor her or get involved 

yourself, please talk to her. 

Opportunities 

You will see posters advertising University Taster sessions offered by the University of London 

around the building. Please have a look and consider applying as they are excellent experiences 

which will really help your personal statement. 

Veterinary Opportunities at Cambridge University 

Cambridge University are offering two and a half day residential courses in April for aspiring vets. 

Please see me if you would like the details. 

Studying in America 

The Sutton Trust US Programme helps state school students in the UK to explore higher education 
and US culture. The programme includes UK-based residentials before all students get to visit US 
universities in the summer of 2022. An optional part 2 of the programme supports students to apply 
to US universities alongside their UCAS options. 

 
It is free to take part in the programme. All costs are covered for students including travel, 
accommodation, food and admissions test preparation. 
 
To be eligible, students must: 

• Be in Year 12 in England or Wales, S5 in Scotland or Year 13 in Northern Ireland 

http://email.schoolcommunications.co.uk/rsps/m/0CB6rtf2M9n8JkVqssi8VSkj-NW7pOfuEvLmdrtOlS4


• Attend, and have always attended, a state-funded school or college (i.e. non fee-paying) 

• Not hold US citizenship 

• Be from a low or middle income family (generally a household earning £45,000 or less) 

• Be interested in US culture and higher education 
 
Students must submit their application by midnight on 16 January 2022 to be considered for the 
programme. However, we encourage getting started as soon as possible as the application form 
requires some thinking! 

Use this link to apply or come and see me about it. 

usprogramme2022 (webportalapp.com) 

 

Have a great weekend! 

 

 

Ms C Dunton 

Head of Sixth Form 

https://webportalapp.com/sp/login/usprogramme2022

