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Dear Students,
It’s a bit of a strange goodbye to year 13 this week; we have had the leaver’s assembly but many of
you will still be with us throughout the exam period. However, this is the last week of a full year 13
and the assembly was a fitting way to mark this. Despite some IT issues (for once, I don’t think it was
me!), it was lovely occasion, and the prefects did a great job of celebrating some of the achievements
that teachers might not have been aware of! My award made my week and I’m very proud to display
it in my office (though I’m slightly worried people might see it and think it’s ironic some days!) As this
is the last time you will all be together in school, I will wish you all enormous luck in your exams now.
When I started in September, I said that I wanted you all to be happy and successful and I sincerely
hope Braintree Sixth form has helped you to be both of these things.
Today, it was great to see so many of you wearing green and supporting Mind as it is Mental Health
Awareness Month. Well done and thank you to the prefects who came up with the idea of collecting
feel good quotations to make an inspirational wall display, as well as organising the cakes and
decorations. I hope this opens up discussions about mental health as the more we talk about it, the
easier it is for people to open up if they are experiencing mental health problems.
Study leave
A reminder to Year 13 that you should have indicated by now whether you will be continuing to attend
lessons in particular subjects so that teachers know who to expect and can plan accordingly.
Dress code
I met with some of you on Thursday about the dress code. As you should know, our dress code is
Modest, Appropriate and Professional but this has been slipping recently. Thank you to the three
students who came to discuss this with me. I will be clarifying our expectations regarding dress code
over the next week and will send you out the expectations very soon.
Subject ambassadors
All subject ambassadors should have received an email inviting them to attend a meeting with me on
Tuesday in TP1 in 209. I will be explaining what your first duty will be.

Year 12 Progression beyond Year 13
We will start the process of applying to university next term with year 12. Although some of you may
not be considering university, we encourage you all to apply as it keeps your options open for longer.
Every year, we have people who decide on results day that they will go, after maintaining that they
would not throughout year 13, so experience tell us that it is better to apply – nobody will make you
go if you don’t want to! The process for applying for employment and apprenticeships happens after
Christmas of Year 13 as you don’t need to apply for these as early.

As part of the university application process, there will be three events for all of Year 12 in June:
•
•
•

Tuesday 14th June: Parent Information Evening 18.00 -19.30
Wednesday 15th June: Higher Education Fair at University of Essex
Thursday 16th June: UCAS Launch day at Anglia Ruskin University in Chelmsford

Further details of these event will follow.
Volunteering
As the time is fast approaching where you will be writing personal statements and applications, it is
really important that you are talking as many opportunities as you can to make you stand out from
other applicants. This means seeking work experience and enrolling on taster days; volunteering in
work places or charities; and undertaking tasks which will help show your interest in your subject.
There are always opportunities included in this newsletter so please make sure you look through them
carefully.
There are many volunteering opportunities within the school which would enable your tutors to write
about how wonderful you are in their references, and these involve very little effort from you.
Currently, we are looking for volunteers to help pull down displays in the main school next Wednesday
afternoon and for people who will help in the canteen at break or lunchtime (you get a free lunch for
this one!) If you can help, please sign up on the noticeboard for the first and contact me or Kate Ager
about canteen duties.
Bursary Applications
If you are intending to go to Essex University, you should have heard directly from them about
bursaries which you may be entitled to because we are one of their partnership schools. Make sure
you apply as it’s basically free money! Use this link to find out more:
https://www.essex.ac.uk/scholarships
Opportunities for you
University of Essex Taster Week 5-8th July
A range of taster sessions will be offered across 3 faculties which you cab book individually. Book using
this link: https://www.essex.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/events/taster-week
Accountancy Academy
FREE Accountancy Academy will be held 7th and 8th July 09:30 – 15:30 in our Chelmsford centre. We
will cover:
•
•

Career options
Accountancy Taster (inc. Practical Exercises)

•
•

CV and Interview preparation
Employer Forum (Q&A)

Places are filling up fast so make sure to sign up to book your space here:
https://zq345.infusionsoft.app/app/page/74aae11a5a9d1a2ef141436e67305818
Have a great weekend.

Ms C Dunton
Head of Sixth Form

