Weekly Student Bulletin
for Braintree Sixth Form Students
Friday 17 June 2022
Dear BSF students,
I am writing this in an eerily quiet sixth form as all of Year 12 are at ARU and there are several exams
going on today for Year 13. Many Year 13s are finishing their exams today so I’m expecting a bit more
noise later!
This week, we have launched the UCAS process for Year 12 with a parent information evening on
Tuesday, a trip to the University of Essex on Wednesday and a day at ARU on Thursday. If you or your
parents were unable to attend Tuesday’s meeting, the presentations are on the website and can be
found here: https://www.braintreesixthform.com/news/news-archive/item/progression-eveninginformation As I explained that evening, we will not force anyone to go to university but we strongly
encourage you to make an application to keep your options open; many people who are adamant that
they don’t want to go change their minds on results day and it is far easier to do this if your application
has already been sent. I hope you have collected some useful information this week, but don’t worry
if you still have questions as this is the focus for all PDT session this term.
I was sent this link to a university translator jargon buster which you might find useful. If you don’t
know what “credits”, “dissertations” or “sandwich courses” are, you might find this handy: Read our
A-Z translator for an easy-to-understand guide to all the key words.
Assembly next week
As well as a guest speaker in Tuesday’s assembly, there will be an important information shared so
please make sure you attend.
Pride Picnic
The school will be celebrating UK School Diversity Week during the week of 20-24 June this year. On
Friday 24 June, a Pride Picnic is planned to take place on the field at lunchtime for any student. It
would be lovely to see a huge show of support from the sixth form who should be role modelling
inclusivity and acceptance for all within the school community. There will be colourful ice lollies and
cakes available for purchase in Café 6. I encourage you to show your support by dressing in one of the
colours from the Pride flag (or all of them, if you wish!)
Leavers’ Event
Just a reminder to Year 13 about the arrangements for your Leaver’s Event. The event is being held on
Wednesday 29th June at Fennes, Fennes Road, Bocking, Braintree, Essex, CM7 5PL. You can arrive from
6.30 and will be served with a drink on arrival. Dinner will be served at 7.30. The event will finish at
midnight.
You will need to bring ID with you and will be issued with a wristband to indicate to bar staff whether
you can buy alcohol. You can pay at the bar with cash or card. Please be aware that bar staff reserve
the right not to serve you if you are considered to have had too much to drink.
The dress code is A Day at the Races which effectively means smart (no jeans, sports clothes etc) This
does not mean you have to wear a hat (unless you’re having a really bad hair day…)

Wednesday 6th July
This will be our Induction Day for the new Year 12s. There will be no sixth form lessons, but prefects
and subject ambassadors will be needed to help the event run smoothly and help us present a friendly
face to our new students. For the rest of you, this will be a chance to do some research about your
post BSF options and make start on your personal statements.
Tuesday 12th July
As many of you already know, we will be holding a Subject Taster Fair during periods 1 and 2 that day.
Subject ambassadors will be taking the lead on this event and are arranging stands for their subjects.
Just a reminder that ambassadors need to ensure that they have the following on their stand:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Course overview on handout
Samples of texts/textbooks
Samples of work
List of jobs suited to this subject
Quotes/advice from current students
FAQs

I will be asking prefects to help if they are not also ambassadors. Lessons will continue as normal for
those not involved.
Opportunities for you
Summer Careers Challenge
Investin are running a Summer Careers Challenge designed to help you gain valuable experience and
employability skills as you work through a series of tasks, reflecting on your progress at each stage.
Details and application form can be found here: https://investin.org/pages/choose-your-summerexperience-ages-15-18?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=d437b5f820bankersschoolmar_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-d437b5f820&mc_cid=d437b5f820&mc_eid=UNIQID
Help with University preparation
Make Happen will be working with Brightside again this year on the highly successful Prepare for Uni
programme. The programme is designed to support Year 12 & Year 13 students or those studying
within FE colleges through the decision-making process in relation to Higher Education. Students will
be matched with a mentor based on their background, interests and educational pathway. Students
can find out more and sign up here and view the explanatory video.
University Taster Days list
There's a wide range of university taster days available right across the Eastern region. Take
a look at our Uni Taster Days events listings.

‘Join the Dots’ Brilliant Club support programme starts July
Education organisation, The Brilliant Club, is inviting Year 13 students in Essex schools to
take part in a free pilot programme to support their transition to university this Autumn.
This new programme, called Join the Dots, will run from July 2022 – January 2023 and will
provide transition support for students as they finish school, through results day and ensure
that they succeed at university through their first undergraduate year.
The Brilliant Club is looking for students who have selected one of the following institutions
as their firm choice: University of Manchester, King’s College London, Sussex University,
Kingston University, Royal Holloway, University of London, and University of Southampton.
Find out more and how to apply.

Amplify your summer with ARU
ARU is hosting ‘Amplify Your Summer’ free, residential summer experiences, running at their
Cambridge and Chelmsford campuses in July 2022. Joined by other students across the
region, students taking part (eligibility criteria applies) will get the opportunity to be
immersed in their subject, meet academics and support staff, and explore the campus and
city with other students on the programme. Read more and sign up here and view the
explanatory video.
UEL summer schools from 5 to 21 July
The University of East London will be hosting its Summer Schools from 5 to 21 July 2022 at
its East London University campuses in Docklands, Stratford, and University Square,
Stratford. Titled ‘Your Future Summer School’ the summer school will offer several oncampus experiences to Year 12/Level 3 students (eligibility criteria applies) across a variety
of subjects.
It’s a chance for students to gain more knowledge in their chosen field, receive bespoke
resources and goodies, access career planning workshops and have fun! Find out more and
how to apply on the UEL website.
Find out more about the University of Essex
The University of Essex is currently running self-guided and student ambassador-led tours of
its three campuses at Colchester, Southend and Loughton, so your students can explore the
facilities, ask questions and find out more. Find out more about what's on offer here.
It’s not always possible to visit, so there's a virtual campus tour available too. There is also
lots of information on the University of Essex website to help your students find out more,
including subject tasters , plus students can ask current Essex students, staff, and alumni
university-based questions, here.
Writtle University College course open days coming up!
Writtle University College will be hosting a series of course open days this year, providing
prospective students at Degree or Masters level with an opportunity to learn about its
courses, meet course tutors, tour its picturesque campus with current students, discover
student life and learn about the support available to students. The dates are: Saturday 9
July, 10am - 4pm; Saturday 17 September, 10am - 4pm and Wednesday 26 October, 10am 4pm. Find out more and sign up here.

Have a great weekend. Wear sunscreen!

Ms C Dunton
Head of Sixth Form

