
3 December 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers 

You may have seen reports in the local and national media in recent months regarding the growing 
number of serious incidents involving young people and knives.  I am writing to you today to clarify 
the school’s position on this issue and to appeal for your help in reinforcing with your child at home 
the messages that we are giving in school regarding the huge dangers associated with the carrying 
of weapons. 

I should like to reassure you that we have no reason to believe that students at Notley High School 
& Braintree Sixth Form are at any greater risk than those in any other school.  This is a nationwide 
concern and indeed, all local schools have agreed to distribute the same letter to their communities 
today, with a view to achieving a coherent approach and giving a consistent message to discourage 
all our young people from involving themselves in knife crime. 

Firstly, I should like to affirm that possession of a blade of any kind is a criminal offence, and for 
anyone carrying a knife, including those under 16, the consequences are severe: 

• If you are caught with a knife, regardless of whether you say it was for your own protection or 
you were carrying it for someone else, you will be arrested and prosecuted. 

• Given the increased prevalence in possession and the use of bladed articles and offensive 
weapons, the courts are imposing much harsher sentences. 

• Possession of a knife can carry a prison sentence of up to 4 years even if it's not used. 
• If someone is injured or killed by a knife in your presence, even if you're not the one using the 

weapon, you could be prosecuted, under what is referred to as ‘joint enterprise’. 

As a school, we regard our duty to safeguard all our students and staff as our highest priority, so we 
will not tolerate anyone bringing a bladed article onto our premises.  Such an action would 
undoubtedly result in very severe consequences, including the potential for the student concerned 
to be permanently excluded from the school.  We would undoubtedly inform the Police of any 
incidents involving knives, increasing the chances of further repercussions for the individual.  Even if 
no one is hurt as a result of carrying the blade, this could still therefore have a catastrophic impact 
on their future freedoms and life chances. 

We have already undertaken to raise awareness of the risks associated with knife crime in a variety 
of ways. Students receive guidance in lessons such as Personal Development Time, through guest 
speakers in assemblies and in June last year, we invited representatives from Colchester United to 
give a presentation on the dangers and consequences of the possession of bladed weapons.  You 
can support our efforts to educate our youngsters by having a conversation with your son or 
daughter about these issues.  I should be most grateful if you could reinforce the message that we 
will not tolerate the bringing of weapons into school.  Young people are often under the 
misconception that they are safer if they carry a blade when sadly, the statistics show that this in 
fact makes them more susceptible to becoming a victim of knife crime. 



If you or your child has any concerns over the issues I have highlighted today, then please do not 
hesitate to contact the school by email, enquiries@notleyhigh.com  and we would be happy to 
discuss further. 

We want Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form to be a friendly and safe environment for the 
young people in our care and I am confident that, with your support, we can ensure this continues. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr D Conway 
Headteacher    
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