
 

 

 

10 August 2020 

 

Dear Year 13 students 

Your results are due to be released on Thursday 13 August and you should have received 

the email detailing arrangements for collecting these before the summer. This is on the 

Braintree Sixth Form website in case you need a reminder. 

We were so sorry that your time in the sixth form did not end as any of us would have 

wanted. Prior to the results being published I wanted to make contact with you to reassure 

you that we are here to help, and to give you information about how grades will be awarded 

in this particular year.  There has been a great deal of media discussion about the process 

for awarding grades already, which we know has left some of you feeling even more 

anxious, so I wanted to set out what we know about the gradings this summer and let you 

know of sources of help if you are disappointed with your results. 

When the exams were cancelled, schools were asked to submit calculated grades to the 

exam boards for each student entered. Teachers went through a very thorough process 

using your performance in a range of assessments to determine an accurate grade for you 

had the exams taken place.  The grades we submitted went through a quality assurance 

process so are the responsibility of the centre, not any individual teacher. Following the 

submission of the centre-assessed grades, the exam boards have then used a 

standardisation model developed by Ofqual.  This is statistical and has been employed to 

ensure that the proportions of grades awarded this year across the country are comparable 

to and consistent with those awarded to cohorts in other years.  This may mean that the 

centre assessed grades submitted by the school are not necessarily the same as the final 

grades you will be awarded. 

We do not know what those grades are yet, but we hope you will be happy with the grades 

the exam boards award you and consider them fair.  If you have any concerns, however, 

below are some other things for you to consider. 

As you may be aware, there is no right of appeal for individual students this year because of 

the unique circumstances. Attached to this letter is a copy of the ‘Student guide to post-16 

qualifications results’ from Ofqual. Please take the time to read through this document as it 

will help to inform you of the process that has been put in place and will assist you in any 

decisions you will need to make in August.  

If you are unhappy with your grades, there is an opportunity to take exams in the autumn. If 

you decide you would like to resit exams in any subject, you will need to complete the 

following form: https://bit.ly/3ewoYBf   There is a very tight deadline to confirm that you will 

be resitting and the form needs to be completed by Friday 28 August at the latest so that 

requests can be processed in time for the entry deadline. 

If it would help you to know your centre assessed grades submitted by the school, these can 

only be requested and released after the results have been published.  We will share the 

method for requesting this with your results. 

https://bit.ly/3ewoYBf


 

 

If you need any further help or advice, that is always what we are here for and will we do our 

very best to help.  Please email Mr Bridgwater (neil.bridgwater@braintreesixthform.com) if 

your query is to do with UCAS in the first instance, and contact me if your query is to do with 

anything else (melanie.townsend@braintreesixthform.com).  

In addition, the National Careers Service has also set an exam results helpline during 

August 2020. Young people or their parents/carers can contact the helpline on 0800 100 900 

to speak to a professionally qualified careers adviser if they need advice on their next steps. 

The helpline will be open from 8am to 10pm from Thursday 13 August until Friday 28 

August. After these dates, young people will be able to access ongoing support from the 

National Careers Service at any time by calling 0800 100 900, visiting 

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/contact-us or searching for the National Careers Service on 

Facebook and Twitter.  

I wish you the very best for 13 August and look forward to seeing many of you on the day. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs M Townsend 

Assistant Headteacher - KS5 
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