
 

 

 

9 June 2020 
 
Dear Students and Parents/Carers 
 
We hope you and your family are well. 
 
Please take the time to read the information in this letter carefully as it outlines our current 
proposals for the rest of this term based on the most recent Government guidance. The 
key priority remains the welfare and safety of students and staff. 
 
Last week we started the online lessons using Microsoft Teams. We have been pleased 
by the positive response from many students and parents/carers and welcome the 
feedback where things have not worked so well, as this will help us make adjustments as 
we go. A small number of students are yet to engage with the lessons fully. If students 
are not accessing the lessons as expected they will be contacted this week to encourage 
them to log-on and complete the work provided.  
 
This will be important for many reasons. The intention is to establish and maintain good 
learning habits at this time when we are working from home, increase direct contact with 
teachers and ensure students do not fall behind in their studies. Also, at the current time 
we do not know what will happen in the future, regarding A Level and vocational 
examinations. This year the final examinations were cancelled resulting in the school 
submitting predicted grades based on a range of evidence. If this situation were repeated 
next year, we may have to consider the level of engagement with online lessons as a 
source of evidence. Therefore, it is vital that students actively participate in their online 
learning now. We have also built in Year 12 exams into our planning, to ensure that we 
have some assessment data for the term which assesses students fully against exam 
criteria. This is the exam week which was postponed from April. We will ensure that staff 
take into consideration the circumstances which affect all students at the moment in 
preparing for exams, in their approach to marking. 
 
All the information on the use of Teams is available on the home page of the school 
website. There is a large icon named ‘Remote Learning’, with separate information for 
each year group. 
 
It has been reported that secondary schools can partially re-open on 15 June 2020 for 
Year 12 students, if the Government thinks it’s safe to do so. This will not be on a full-
time basis but will allow students to get some face-to-face contact with teachers to 
support their home learning. The guidance makes clear that for face-to-face teaching, 
students should be in a small and unchanging group of students at the moment. It is 
possible to offer Year 10 students some teaching with this model, as they follow a core 
curriculum, but for Year 12 students who study a range of subjects, this is not currently 
possible.  
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
We have therefore put in place the plans outlined below for Year 12 students: 
 
Week beginning Monday 15 June 2020 
 
Each student and one parent/carer will be invited to attend an Academic and Welfare 
Review meeting in school. The meeting will usually be with the student’s tutor. The review 
will include a discussion of students’ overall progress, any concerns, barriers to learning, 
target setting, plans for revision for internal exams and also students’ planning for post-18 
destinations and progression. Each student will be sent an appointment time, which will  
minimise the number of people onsite at any one time. We will be unable to change 
appointment times. 
 
If a student is shielding, self-isolating or ill it may be possible to complete the review by 
telephone or via a Microsoft Teams meeting. Please contact the school to discuss this 
option when you receive the appointment time and date. If a student normally uses school 
transport and there are difficulties in providing transport to attend the review meeting 
please contact the school to discuss alternative arrangements. 
 
Week beginning Monday 22 June 2020 
 
Year 12 students will continue their remote learning this week; their timetabled sessions will 
focus on revision and preparation for internally set exams 

Week beginning Monday 29 June 2020 
 
An internal exam timetable will operate for the week. Teachers will set the exams on 
Teams in specific timeslots over the week, including a timeslot for uploading the exam 
papers. More details will follow, including details of any possible supervision for students 
who face difficulties in completing exams at home. The planned exams will as far as 
possible be those papers planned for the Year 12 exam week which had been due to take 
place earlier this term. 
  
Week beginning Monday 6 July 2020 
 
Year 12 students will continue with their remote learning this week as per the timetable. 
We will ask teachers to prioritise marking of exam papers this week so feedback on 
classwork may be more limited. 
 
Week beginning Monday 13 July 2020 
 
The arrangements for the final week of term will be confirmed nearer the time as school 
decisions will be based on the updated Government advice, so we expect to confirm any 
plans in due course. 
 
However, we anticipate that all Year 12 students attend a second review meeting, with a 
parent/carer if they wish. As above, if the student is shielding, self-isolating or ill it may be 
possible to complete the review by telephone or via a Microsoft Teams meeting. 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
The focus will be on preparing Year 12 students for transition into Year 13 and post-18 
planning by reviewing progress in the previous weeks, evaluating performance in exams, 
ensuring planning and preparation for applications is in place. We plan to ensure Year 12 
students have the opportunity to gain feedback from exams and assessments and know 
what they need to do to improve/be successful in Year 13, including a plan for work and 
study over the summer. In addition, we anticipate that all students in Year 12 will continue 
effective working routines via accessing regular online lessons via Teams. 
 
Students do not have to follow the dress code to attend Academic and Welfare Reviews 
but should wear suitable clothes that should be washed on returning home. Later this 
week you will be sent an appointment time and date for the review meeting.  
 
If a student is clinically extremely vulnerable (shielding), or living with someone who is in 
this group, they should not come back to school and should continue home learning. If a 
student is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow 
medical advice to decide if they should come back to school. The decision for a student to 
attend school is based on their and your judgement about their safety and welfare.  
 
We hope these arrangements will allow students to maintain and develop their learning 
during these challenging times. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Best wishes 

                                              
Mr R James    Mrs M Townsend 
CEO/Executive Headteacher  Head of Sixth Form 
     Assistant Headteacher – KS5 
 

 


