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As this half term draws to a close, with the bank holiday and a half term break for Year 12 

students, I would like to congratulate Year 12 students for adapting so quickly and flexibly to 

the challenge of working from home, managing your days and staying in contact with tutors 

and teachers. The current situation certainly demands that we work and achieve together in 

ways that we would not ever have anticipated even three months ago. Not everyone has 

found this easy, and please do contact your tutor, Mrs Watson or Mrs Brewis-Shephard if 

you feel you need further support. 

Our teaching staff have spent the last couple of weeks developing their knowledge of the 

ways we can use technology further to support students’ learning over the next half term. We 

have drawn on our experiences of what has worked well and what needs to be changed to 

make some adaptations to the approach we have taken up until now. A letter will go out later 

today to Year 12 students, parents and carers which will give much fuller detail about the 

changes and planned timetable: we hope that the increased interaction and use of recorded 

lesson segments provides a greater sense of normality and structure for students over the 

coming weeks. Please do read the letter and information carefully and do get in touch if you 

have any questions. 

It has been a national Mental Health Awareness Week this week, which has a theme of 

kindness – to others and to yourself. Ms Watson is circulating resources to Year 12 which 

students can use to reflect on their own wellbeing at this challenging time. I hope that the 

half term brings a chance for a much-needed break and encourage students to think of ‘acts 

of kindness’ which they could carry out to help others over the week. 

Year 13 Exam Results Day 

Exam results day has been confirmed as 13 August, so students who will be receiving their 

results on this day should keep this day free. The current circumstances mean that we won’t 

be sending out information about arrangements for the day just yet, as we will need to see 

how things develop in relation to guidance for schools. As soon as we are able to outline a 

plan for exam results day, we will be in contact. 

  



Year 13: UCAS and Student Finance 

Mr Bridgwater contacted students earlier this week to emphasise the importance of 

confirming offers and applying for student finance. Please do make sure that you do this. If 

you need advice or are reconsidering your plans, please do contact Mr Bridgwater or me. 

The guidance for student finance has been updated to reflect the fact that some students will 

be finding that their family’s financial circumstances has changed suddenly over the last 

couple of months and that Covid-19 may affect students in a number of ways. The guidance 

can be found here:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-for-prospective-students  

Year 13 Book Returns 

We ask that Year 13 students who have unreturned books ensure these are brought back to 

school from 1 June onwards and by 3 July at the latest. There are over 700 textbooks out on 

loan to students currently, and the return of these is vital for a successful start to the next 

academic year. There will be a box placed in Reception where you can leave books, which 

will be cleared each day. Hand sanitiser will be available in Reception. Although there will be 

a small number of students and staff in school each day, we are unfortunately not able to 

allow you into the main building at the moment. As book returns are processed, we will 

refund £20 from your enrolment fee to each student who has returned all their books in good 

condition. 

Year 12 post-18 options 

Many students have been making very good use of Unifrog to research their options and to 

begin to shortlist preferred destinations. Do continue to do this, and we will carry on setting 

weekly tasks to complete to help you begin to put together applications and personal 

statements from half term. Fifteen students have yet to create accounts and I have emailed 

you a reminder about this – do make sure you are signed up as soon as possible. 

For those students considering apprenticeships, resources from ‘Amazing Apprenticeships’ 

may be particularly useful. Research suggests that many students do not know very much 

about degree and higher apprenticeships, which have been a growth area and are well worth 

considering as an option. Students wishing to find out more about how apprenticeships work 

should make use of the following resource:  

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2020/03/Interactive-Student-

Guide_2020.pdf   

Early Entry Applications 

We are still working to the normal UCAS timetable for applications for 2021, which means 

that applicants for particular courses need to submit these by 15 October. If you are 

considering applying to Oxford or Cambridge, or for medicine, veterinary medicine/science, 

or dentistry, please could you let Mr Bridgwater know as soon as possible so that we can 

ensure you are supported with your preparation. 

United World Schools 

Last year’s Student Council’s charity of choice was United World Schools, which works in 

some of the world's poorest regions to give every child access to free education. The Covid-

19 Crisis has caused some significant challenges for the schools and children the charity 

supports, with their communities being particularly vulnerable due to lack of access to clean 

water and soap, the closure of schools and a lack of access to educational resources in the 

home. You can find out more about how the charity has adapted to the situation here:  

https://www.unitedworldschools.org/coronavirus  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-for-prospective-students
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2020/03/Interactive-Student-Guide_2020.pdf
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2020/03/Interactive-Student-Guide_2020.pdf
https://www.unitedworldschools.org/coronavirus


Braintree Sixth Form’s fundraising was cut short by the school closure before Easter, but we 

have this week sent off a cheque for £330 to the charity, as a result of students’ fundraising 

since September – thank you to all who contributed.  

Wishing you a very good half term break, and hope you get the chance to enjoy some 

sunshine.  

 

Yours faithfully 

Mrs M Townsend 

Assistant Headteacher - KS5 

 

 


