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Braintree Sixth Form

Working together
Notley High School
Alec Hunter Academy
Tabor Academy
Honywood Community Science School
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“We aim through our curriculum to 
produce confident, independent, 

internationally minded and socially 
engaged young people who will be able 

to flourish at university, in employment and 
throughout their lives”.



Applications are made online. Do contact us 

if  you have any queries.

Ms Sarah Steadman and Ms Kate Stubbs

Co-Directors of Braintree Sixth Form

Notley High School
Alec Hunter Academy
Tabor Academy
Honywood Community Science School

We are delighted that you are considering 

Braintree Sixth Form as an option for post 16 

study. It is a very exciting place to learn! The 

Sixth Form is unique in the local area as it 

arises from the partnership between all the 

secondary schools in Braintree. Staff  from 

Notley High School, Alec Hunter Academy, 

Tabor Academy and Honywood  School all 

contribute to the delivery of  a varied and 

challenging curriculum, ensuring that all of  

our students are equipped to reach their full 

potential.

We opened in 2009 and already have an 

impressive track record of  examination and 

progression success. The majority of  our 

students progress to Higher and Further 

education courses, both locally and further 

afield. Each year, students secure places on 

selective Russell Group university courses, 

including Oxford and Cambridge.

In choosing Braintree Sixth Form, you will 

be joining a lively academic community. 

Our excellent pastoral support begins 

immediately, as you are offered individual 

guidance on your selection of  courses. We 

know our students well and we expect you to 

want to achieve highly.

Although many students at Braintree Sixth 

Form come from local secondary schools, 

the student body includes students from over 

40 different schools, including overseas. 

This diversity contributes to the vibrant 

and welcoming atmosphere and ensures 

that everyone has the opportunity to meet 

new people and develop their social skills 

Welcome to BSF!
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Laura Ingate
Notley High School

A level student

 “The smaller class sizes mean more 

individual help”  

alongside academic study.

At Braintree Sixth Form, we believe that the 

commitment you make and the support that 

you will receive will result in success. We are 

determined to ensure that all of  our students 

achieve their full potential.

Our motto is ‘working together, achieving 

together.’ We believe that by working together 

we can produce confident, independent 

and internationally minded young people 

who will be able to flourish at university, in 

employment and in their future lives.

You will find details of  our courses and 

entrance requirements in this prospectus.  



The Sixth Form
Facilities
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Housed in a self-contained centre, purpose 

built for Sixth Form use at a cost of  £6 million 

only five years ago, Braintree Sixth Form 

provides students with the opportunity to 

study in an outstanding learning environment.  

Designed to provide the best possible support 

for academic success, the building has free 

WiFi throughout allowing Internet access for 

both staff  and students. Teaching rooms are 

fully equipped with interactive whiteboards 

and specialist teaching facilities include two 

large computer suites, a Music room and three 

Science labs. Photocopy and printing facilities 

are available free of  charge to students.

Library

The spacious Sixth Form library offers 

students a pleasant working environment 

where a wide range of  resources are 

available to support their learning.  

Students have access to paper based 

materials, online materials and e-resources, 

periodicals, journals, DVD and audio 

materials. There is also a text book 

reference section.  The careers section 

provides information on Further and 

Higher Education (including international 

opportunities), employment, occupations, 

gap year and voluntary work.

The library has networked computers which 

students are able to use for research, 

essay writing, project work and access to 

the library catalogue. The computerised 

catalogue system holds records of  all the 

resources available in the Sixth Form library 

and also in the Notley High School library. 

The catalogue can be accessed from any 

networked computer in the Sixth Form 

and also remotely from home.  Staff  in 

the Library are available to help and guide 

students in their studies.  Library skills 

sessions, including research techniques, 

finding information, referencing, e-resources 

etc, are provided for students. 

Café6

The Sixth Form students have their own 

vibrant café which opens on to a pleasant 

patio area in warmer weather. Open for 

breakfast from 8am, the cafe offers a wide 

range of  food options such as paninis and 

sandwiches made to order, jacket potatoes, 

pizza and salads. There is a regularly 

changing lunchtime menu of  hot meals and 

also a range of  takeaway items.  Coffee, 

snacks and homemade cakes are available 

throughout the day.

Student Common Room

The common room has been designed to 

create a comfortable and informal social 

space. Student lockers are available in the 

common room and in the upper corridor. 

Secure lockers are also provided for charging 

laptops.

Sports facilities

The campus has extensive playing fields and 

a new £500,000 sports hall was completed 

in September 2009. In addition to this, the 

students at Braintree Sixth Form will have 

access to badminton courts, tennis courts, a 

gym and dance studio.
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Braintree
Arts Theatre
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Braintree Arts Theatre is Essex’s newest 

community theatre and lies within the 

heart of  the Sixth Form building. As a 

fully functioning and professional theatre, 

students have a unique opportunity to work 

and perform in an active arts environment. 

Functioning as an educational space by 

day as a public performing arts venue by 

night, students are able to reap the rewards 

of  both worlds. In addition to Braintree 

Arts Theatre’s extensive performance 

opportunities and advantages, students 

are also able to gain experience within a 

backstage and technical environment.

Braintree Arts Theatre offers a diverse and 

exciting programme, releasing two complete 

seasons annually. Professional touring 

companies perform weekly, giving the 

students an exciting opportunity to not only 

take of  advantage of  heavily discounted 

student rate tickets, but also learn from 

professionals through workshops organised 

by the Sixth Form teachers and Theatre 

Manager. 

Students and audiences can enjoy a 

variety of  performances throughout the 

year, including drama, comedy, live music, 

cabaret, talks and lectures and musical 

theatre. Students also have the opportunity 

to organise and manage their own events, 

concerts and functions at the Theatre for a 

heavily subsidised rate not available to the 

public.

‘Council of  the Ordinary’, Bad Taste Cru, 

June 2013

‘Grimm Fairy Tales’, The Pantaloons, 

November 2013 

Miss Julie’, UK Touring Theatre Ltd, May 

2013

‘Othello’, Icarus Theatre Collective, 

February 2014

‘The Canterbury Tales’, The Pantaloons, 

November 2013

‘Othello’, Icarus Theatre Collective, 

February 2014
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Sixth Form
Programmes 
of  Study
Students at the Braintree Sixth Form study for the two most 

recognised academic qualifications:  the International Baccalaureate 

(IB) Diploma and Advanced (A) Level qualifications.  Students 

choose the combination of  courses which best suits their interests 

and abilities and which offers them appropriate opportunities 

for progression.  Initial course choices are made via the on line 

application form and all applicants will have a counselling meeting to 

discuss their applications.  

• International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 

• AS/A levels

• Applied A level (Science)

“The International 

Baccalaureate aims 

to develop inquiring, 

knowledeable and caring 

young people help to 

create a better and more 

peaceful world through 

intercultural understanding 

and respect.” 
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Open-minded Thinkers

Knowledgeable Risk Takers
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The International Baccalaureate
(IB) Diploma Programme

The IB Diploma is a two year programme 

which allows students to continue with a 

broad curriculum. It combines a programme 

of  6 academic subjects with a range of  

activities designed to develop personal and 

study skills. The qualification is recognised 

by admissions officers as an excellent 

preparation for study at university and it is 

widely appreciated by employers across the 

world.

The International 
Baccalaureate

There are four different IB (International 

Baccalaureate) qualifications. The 

qualification for Sixth Form students is 

called the Diploma. The IB Diploma was 

developed 45 years ago. It is run by the IBO 

(International Baccalaureate Organisation) 

which is based in Maryland, USA, The Hague, 

Netherlands and Singapore.  

• There are over 3,500 schools in 144 

countries which have been accredited to 

run IB programmes. 

• There are 1,000,000 students following IBO 

qualifications.

For more information about the International 

Baccalaureate Organisation and the IB 

Diploma see the IB website - http://www.

ibo.org/ or the Sixth Form website www.

braintreesixthform.com

Who is the IB for

You might choose to study the IB because 

you:

• Are unsure about your career/university 

course and want to keep your options open

• Want to study more than 4 subjects but still 

be able to specialise

• Are looking for a broad and balanced 

curriculum

• Want studies with an international attitude 

and perspective

• Prefer a 2 year linear course, no modules, 

less exams – more study time

• Like the fact that IB students are 

encouraged to become independent 

learners, carrying out their own research 

and reading around their subjects

• Want to continue developing your numeracy 

and literacy skills

• Would like to develop your critical thinking 

skills by following the Theory of  

Knowledge course

Do universities accept the 
IB Diploma as an entrance 
qualification?

Russell Group, Feb 2011

“University admissions staff  have a lot of  

experience of  assessing IB applicants and 

are more than happy to accept it for university 

entry purposes”.

Higher Education Statistics Agency Report 

2011

IB students were much more likely to be 

enrolled at one of  the top 20 universities in 

the UK and almost twice as likely to study 

Medicine or Dentistry compared to entrants 

holding other qualifications.

IB leavers were less likely to be unemployed 

after leaving university and more likely to be in 

graduate level jobs.

Knowledgeable Risk Takers

Principled Caring

Reflective Communicators

Balanced Inquirers

Open-minded Thinkers

Knowledgeable Risk Takers
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Reflective Communicators

Balanced Inquirers
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Knowledgeable Risk Takers

Principled Caring

Reflective Communicators

Balanced Inquirers
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Students study six subjects, one chosen 

from each of  the six subject groups 

shown. In addition students follow the Core 

Programmes.  Three courses are studied 

at HL (Higher Level) and three courses are 

studied at SL (Standard Level). Students 

choose which courses they study at which 

level. The difference between the levels 

includes both the amount of  material to be 

studied and, in some cases, the complexity 

of  the material.  Group 6 subjects (the arts) 

are not compulsory and can be replaced by a 

second subject from one of  the other blocks.

Didn’t study a language at GCSE?

Students who have not studied a foreign 

language at GCSE or equivalent level can take 

ab initio (beginners course) Spanish or Italian 

in order to be admitted to the IB programme.    

Lack confidence in Maths?

Students who do not anticipate a need for 

Maths in their future courses or careers 

and who perhaps need to develop their 

understanding in the subject, would find Maths 

Studies (SL only) an accessible and enjoyable 

way to develop their confidence.  This course 

provides the opportunity to gain practical 

skills in maths that are desirable in terms of  

employment.

It is not necessary to study a humanities or 

creative arts subject at GCSE in order to do 

the IB Diploma.

The IB Diploma

12
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6
54

32
Extended Essay.

 Theory of  Knowledge.

Creativity, Action, 

Service
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The range of  subjects which we are offering in 

each of  the subject groups is as follows:
The Core Programmes 

The Extended Essay is a 4000 word 

research task, on a subject chosen by the 

student.  This is an excellent way for students 

to develop their research skills and structure 

their additional reading in a subject area which 

they may wish to continue at university level.

The Theory of Knowledge (ToK) course 

encourages critical thinking about knowledge 

itself, to try to help students make sense of  

what they encounter in the IB programme and 

beyond into their own lives. ToK activities and 

discussions aim to help students discover and 

express their views on knowledge issues.  The 

course encourages students to share ideas 

with others and to listen to and learn from 

what others think. In this process, students’ 

thinking and their understanding of  knowledge 

as a human construction are shaped, enriched 

and deepened. Connections to Theory of  

Knowledge will also be encountered in other 

subject areas of  the IB Diploma.

Creativity, Action and Service is a 

programme of  community service and 

enrichment, typically taking half  a day each 

week for the duration of  the Sixth Form 

studies. For further information about the 

range of  CAS activities offered please see the 

enrichment and extra curricular sections.

On Line IB Courses

We are working with the IBO and their 

accredited provider Pamoja Education to 

offer several IB courses as an online option.  

These online options are offered in Business 

and Management, Film, and Information 

Technology in a Global Society (ITGS) at 

Standard Level.  Students are provided with a 

unique opportunity to work in a global virtual 

classroom with students from around the 

world.  Web 2.0 tools are used throughout and 

students are supported by both an external 

teacher/mentor and a trained co-ordinator from 

the Sixth Form staff. 

Online courses:

• are designed by IB experienced staff  and all 

subject matter is approved by the IBO

• course delivery is continually monitored by 

the IBO

• assessments are the same as for students 

following face to face courses

• students will be supported by a member of  

the Sixth Form staff  who acts as the Site 

Based Coordinator (SBC) at Braintree Sixth 

Form

• time commitment is 6-8 hours per week 

(including independent work)

For further information about online courses 

please contact our IB Coordinator Ms Kate 

Stubbs on kate.stubbs@braintreesixthform.com 

Group 1

English Literature

English Language and Literature

Group 2

French

Spanish

Spanish ab initio

Italian ab initio

Group 3

Geography

History

Psychology

Business and Management (on line course)

Information Technology in a Global Society 
(ITGS) (on line course)

Group 4

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Environmental  Systems

Group 5

Maths

Maths Studies

Group 6

Visual Arts

Film (on line course)

Native Language
(English)

Second Language Individual
and Societies

Experimental 
Sciences

Mathematics The Arts

1 2 3 4 5 6
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IB Subject Entry Qualifications

Biology (Higher and Standard) GCSE grade B in Biology or relevant Science subject

Business and Management (Standard 
Level only) (on line course)

Good level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE 
courses including English and Mathematics. No 
prior experience of  Business and Management is 
necessary

Chemistry (Higher and Standard) GCSE grade B in Chemistry or a relevant Science 
subject

English Literature (Higher and 
Standard)

GCSE grade C in English or English Literature

English Language and Literature 
(Higher and Standard Level)

GCSE grade C in English or English Literature

Environmental Systems and Societies 
(Standard Level only)

GCSE grade C in a Science subject or Geography

Film (on line course) Students would be expected to have a good level of  
achievement across a range of  GCSE courses

Geography (Higher and Standard) GCSE grade C in a Humanities subject

History (Higher and Standard) GCSE grade C in a Humanities subject

Information Technology in a Global 
Society

Students would be expected to have a good level of  
achievement in a range of  GCSE courses

Languages (Higher and Standard) – 
offered in French and Spanish

GCSE grade B in the relevant language

Language Ab Initio (Standard Level 
only) – offered in Spanish or Italian.

Students must have no prior experience in the 
language studied

Mathematics (Higher and Standard) GCSE grade B in Mathematics for Standard Level. 
GCSE grade A* is required for Higher Level

Mathematics Studies (Standard Level 
only)

GCSE grade C in Mathematics is required

Physics (Higher and Standard) GCSE grade B in Physics or a relevant Science 
subject and a grade B in Maths

Psychology (Higher and Standard) Good level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE 
subjects including English, Science, Mathematics and 
Humanities subjects

Visual Arts (Higher and Standard) If  GCSE Art has been taken, a grade B is required

The IB Diploma

Most subjects are offered at Higher Level and 

Standard Level apart from Maths Studies, 

Environmental Systems, ab initio language 

courses and online courses which can only be 

studied at Standard Level.  

For admission to the IB Diploma Programme 

students should have a minimum of  8 GCSEs 

including English and Maths, and must 

achieve mainly B grades or higher. Where 

students have taken non GCSE equivalent 

subjects, then they must have at least 6 actual 

GCSEs.

The IB Diploma is a linear, 2 year course 

which has no modules.  It is assessed through 

a combination of  coursework and final written 

examinations.  Students who have studied a 

programme at school which is mostly made up 

of  vocational qualifications, assessed through 

coursework, are generally recommended to 

continue with a vocational pathway at level 3.  

To progress from a vocational course to an 

IB Diploma subject (e.g, Business, ITGS, PE, 

Visual Arts) we would normally expect a pass 

at Distinction in the vocational subject.



International Baccalaureate
Course Outlines

The course aims to provide students with 

a body of  facts about living organisms, 

whilst allowing them to develop a general 

understanding of  the principles of  biology 

and scientific enquiry. Four underpinning 

biological concepts run throughout the 

courses; structure and function; universality 

versus diversity; equilibrium within systems 

and evolution. Students will be involved in 

the study of  basic biological topics as well 

as some of  the more recent advances. 

Approximately a third of  lesson time will be 

spent carrying out practical and investigative 

work.

Business and Management is a rigorous and 

dynamic discipline that examines business 

decision-making processes and how these 

decisions impact on, and are affected 

by, internal and external environments.  

The course is designed to develop an 

understanding of  business theory, as well 

as an ability to apply business principles, 

practices and skills.  A diverse range of  

business organisations and activities are 

considered, as well as the cultural and 

economic context in which they operate.  

Emphasis is placed on strategic decision-

making and the day to day business functions 

of  marketing, production, human resource 

management and finance.  Students are 

helped to understand the implications of  

business activity in a global market, as they 

will gain an international perspective of  

business, as well as an appreciation of  ethical 

concerns and issues of  social responsibility in 

the global business environment.

Chemistry is a subject worthy of  study in its 

own right but is also a prerequisite for many 

other courses in Higher Education as well as 

being a useful preparation for employment. 

Chemistry is called the central science which 

makes it the ideal science for those who want 

to take their science to new levels or who 

simply want to know a bit more about the 

world around them. Chemistry is by its nature 

an experimental subject and practical work is 

an integral part of  the course. The Chemistry 

course includes the essential principles of  

the subject but also, through the selection of  

options, allows some flexibility for students to 

tailor the course to meet their own individual 

needs.

IB Biology 
(Higher and Standard Level)

IB Business and Management
- on line course (Standard Level)

IB Chemistry
(Higher and Standard Level)

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Biology or a relevant 

Science subject is required.

Entry qualifications

Students would be expected to have a good 

level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE 

courses including English and Maths.  No prior 

knowledge of  Business and Management is 

necessary. 

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Chemistry or a relevant 

Science subject is required.
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More detailed outlines of  course specifications are available
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IB English Literature
(Higher and Standard Level)

Students following this course will study texts which are written in 

English, and World Literature texts in translation.  The course will 

be in four parts: Works in Translation, assessed by a coursework 

essay; detailed study of  texts from different genres, assessed by Oral 

Commentary; a study of  texts from a specific genre, which is assessed 

by external examination; and fourthly, a selection of  texts on a specified 

theme assessed by an Oral Presentation.  There will also be an 

externally assessed examination which requires students to respond 

analytically to unseen literary texts.

Students will be encouraged to read widely across different eras and 

genres, and to develop their abilities to respond in a considered and 

structured way, showing commitment to individual study.  A growing 

awareness of  the role of  literature as a means of  reflecting and 

commenting on world issues and our responses to them, is also 

expected.  Students will also develop their ability to write in an analytical 

way and to express their views in appropriate written and spoken 

language.  Those who take Standard Level will study a minimum of  ten 

texts.  Those who take Higher Level will study a minimum of  thirteen 

texts over two years. 

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C or above in English Language or English Literature is 

required.

Students following this course will study texts from a variety of  literary 

and non-literary sources, genre and media. Literature texts studied will 

be written in English or World Literature texts in translation. The four 

part course will be assessed by final examination and orally. Students 

will be given the opportunity to explore the development of  language 

in different cultural contexts, the way language is used in the media, 

and how literature is shaped by cultural and social context. They will be 

encouraged to read widely and to develop their abilities to respond in a 

considered and structured way, showing commitment to individual study 

and a growing awareness of  the way language impacts on thought and 

development, as well as the role of  literature as a means of  reflecting 

and commenting on the world. Students will also develop their ability 

to write in an analytical way and to express their views in appropriate 

written and spoken language. Those who take Standard Level will 

study a minimum of  four literature texts. Those who take Higher Level 

will study a minimum of  six literature texts over two years, as well as a 

variety of  other written and spoken materials.

IB English Language and Literature
(Higher and Standard Level)

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in a English Language or English Literature is required.
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This multidisciplinary (biological, geographical, 

political, economic and social) course aims 

to examine the interrelationships between 

environmental systems and societies.  

Students are encouraged to develop an 

informed personal response to the wide range 

of  pressing environmental issues. The areas 

studied are:  Ecosystems; Conservation 

and Biodiversity; Pollution Management; 

Population and Resources; and Global 

Warming. The course includes laboratory 

work, hands-on class activities, practical 

research and active homework assignments 

that relate to and reinforce the syllabus topics.

IB Environmental Systems and 
Societies (Standard Level only)

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in a Science subject or 

Geography is required.

Sofia Forconesi
Notley High School

IB Student

“The international focus of  the 

IB curriculum has made it more 

interesting and relevant”  

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in a Humanities subject is 

required. 

The course covers a wide variety of  themes 

that are relevant in today’s rapidly evolving 

world. Students taking the Higher Level or 

Standard Level study the core theme of  

Patterns and Change. Higher Level students 

take three course option units: Leisure & 

Tourism:  Hazards and Disasters and Extreme 

Environments plus an extension unit on 

Global Interactions. Standard Level students 

take two options: Leisure & Tourism and 

Extreme Environments. All students undertake 

a fieldwork written study. The course 

approaches internationalism by considering 

the concepts of  global interdependence and 

the international impacts of  resource use, 

as well as human activity. Course options 

have been chosen to ensure that students 

have the opportunity to develop oral, written, 

analytic and critical thinking skills whilst also 

studying materials and issues from a range 

of  international perspectives. Geography by 

its very nature is at the heart of  delivering an 

international dimension and ethos.

IB Geography
(Higher and Standard Level)
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This course will focus on Twentieth Century 

European and World History, specifically early 

Twentieth Century international relations 

and the two World Wars. Its aim will be to 

set Britain’s position in the early Twentieth 

Century into its world context and to see how 

the world that we live in today developed 

during the first half  of  the Twentieth Century, 

with a specific focus on the development 

of  non-democratic forms of  government in 

Russia, Italy, Germany and China. Topics 

include the causes, practices and effects 

of  wars in the Twentieth Century and 

international relations 1919-1936. At Higher 

Level students study aspects of  the history of  

Europe and the Middle East in further depth, 

including the origins of  the First World War 

and the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, 

1924-2000.

IB History
(Higher and Standard Level)

IB Information Technology in a Global Society 
(ITGS) On line course (Standard level only)

This course involves the study and evaluation 

of  the impact of  information technology on 

individuals and society. The course explores 

the advantages and disadvantages of  “digital 

culture”. Students make a systematic study 

of  a range of  technological, social and ethical 

issues. They develop an understanding of  

the capabilities of  current and emerging IT 

systems and the impact of  these systems on 

a range of  stakeholders. Students use their 

knowledge of  IT systems and practical IT 

skills to develop an original IT product for a 

specified client.

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in a Humanities subject is 

required.

Entry qualifications

Students would be expected to have a good 

level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE 

courses. 

International Baccalaureate
Course Outlines

IB Languages (Higher & Standard)
Offered in French and Spanish

This course is designed for students with 

some previous experience of  learning the 

target language. 

This course aims to equip students with the 

skills to communicate effectively in a different 

situations and within the culture(s) where the 

language is spoken. Emphasis will be put on 

language acquisition and usage. The objective 

is first and foremost to develop mastery of  

language skills (reading, writing, speaking and 

listening).  Knowledge of  the language will 

be tested through text handling and written 

production (70%) as well as individual and 

interactive oral activities (30%).  Students will 

learn about the different communities in which 

the language is spoken in order to extend their 

cultural awareness.

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in the relevant language is 

required.
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IB Language Ab Initio (Standard 
only) Offered in Spanish and Italian 

This course is designed for students with little 

or no previous experience of  learning the 

target language.

The Ab Initio aims to equip students with the 

skills and confidence to cope with a range of  

everyday social interactions in the language. 

The language skills (reading, writing, speaking 

and listening) will be developed through 

prescribed topics covering the common 

situations in everyday life. Students will 

need to acquire the grammar and lexicon 

prescribed in the language-specific syllabus 

to improve their language understanding and 

usage. The language will be tested through 

text handling 30%, written production 25%, 

a written assignment 20% as well as an 

individual interview 25%. Students will be 

taught not only about the mother country 

of  the language, but also about other 

communities where the language is spoken in 

order to extend their cultural awareness.

Entry qualifications

Students should have no significant 

experience of  learning the target language for 

admission on this course

Emily Gibney
Notley High School

IB student

“There is a purposeful atmosphere, 

that’s easy to work in”
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This course is targeted at students 

with varied backgrounds and abilities. 

It is designed to build confidence 

and encourage an appreciation of  

mathematics in students who do not 

anticipate a need for mathematics in 

their future studies. Students taking 

this course are well prepared for a 

career in social sciences, humanities, 

languages or arts. Mathematic studies 

has an emphasis on applications 

of  mathematics. The nature of  the 

subject is such that it concentrates on 

mathematics which can be applied to 

contexts related as far as possible to 

other curriculum subjects. It will enable 

students to develop logical, critical and 

creative thinking in mathematics and to 

develop their mathematical knowledge, 

concepts and principles.  Students 

will study eight core topics and will 

complete a project.

IB Mathematical Studies
(Standard Level only)

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in Mathematics is 

required.
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International Baccalaureate
Course Outlines

Physics is an experimental science 

that combines academic study with 

the developments of  practical and 

investigatory skills. Amongst other 

things the course includes the study of  

mechanics, forces, waves, electricity, 

magnetism, electromagnetic waves, 

astrophysics, fields, and climate 

change. Apart from being a subject 

for study in its own right, Physics is a 

requirement for many other courses in 

higher education, such as engineering 

and space science. Students are 

given the opportunity to develop 

their interest and enthusiasm as they 

progress through the course where 

practical/investigative work is fully 

integrated into the course. Students 

will be expected to present a practical 

portfolio at the end of  the course.

IB Physics
(Higher and Standard Level)

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Physics or a relevant 

Science subject and a grade B in 

Maths.

Standard Level and Higher Level Mathematics caters for 

students with a good background in mathematics who are 

competent in a range of  analytical and technical skills. 

The majority of  these students will be expecting to include 

mathematics as a major component of  their university 

studies, either as a subject in its own right or within courses 

such as Physics, Engineering and Technology. Others may 

take this subject because they have a strong interest in 

mathematics and enjoy meeting its challenges and engaging 

with its problems. All students will develop an appreciation of  

the beauty, power and usefulness of  mathematics. Students 

will study core topics from: algebra; functions and equations; 

circular functions and trigonometry; vectors; calculus; 

statistics; and probability. HL students will also study an 

additional topic on further statistics and probability. HL 

students will study each topic in more depth and detail.  All 

students will be required to complete a portfolio  task which 

are worth a total 20% of  their final grade. Please note that 

some universities require HL Mathematics to gain entrance 

to study maths-related courses such as Engineering, 

however the demanding nature of  HL Mathematics means 

we only recommend it to students with at least a good A 

grade at GCSE.

IB Mathematics
(Higher and Standard Level)

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Mathematics is required for SL.  GCSE 

grade A is required for HL.



Martin Reason
Notley High School

IB student

“I am really enjoying the close knit groups within 

the IB course.  We have lots of  interaction and 

discussion about the work”

Entry qualifications

If  GCSE Art has been taken a grade B is 

required.  Admission to the course for other 

applicants is conditional upon production 

of  a portfolio of  work that demonstrates an 

appropriate level of  skill and commitment.

Psychology provides fascinating insights into 

human behaviour. Its aim is to accurately 

define and describe the causes of  behaviour 

so that people can understand, predict 

and change it. One of  the goals of  the IB 

Psychology course is to provide students 

with an opportunity to acquire a better 

understanding of  how the human brain works 

and how this affects behaviour, by studying 

individuals, groups and societies. The course 

explores experimental design, methodology 

and ethics. Students will be asked to 

understand, evaluate, and even design and 

carry out their own research studies. In doing 

this, students will learn what constitutes 

effective and ethical psychological research. 

Students following this course need to be 

open-minded and tolerant of  ambiguity and to 

enjoy debating complex and sensitive issues. 

A range of  interesting topics are covered 

such as mental abnormalities, relationships, 

conformity, violence and criminal behaviour. 

Psychology
(Higher and Standard Level)

Entry qualifications

Students would be expected to have a 

good level of  achievement in a range of  

GCSE courses including English, Science, 

Mathematics and Humanities subjects.

Study of  the visual arts offers a unique and 

personal experience, uniting intellectual 

activity with self  expression. Students will 

have the opportunity to develop their technical 

skills and to explore drawing, 3D work in 

clay & other materials, printmaking, painting 

and the use of  digital media. Throughout the 

course, students will be encouraged to work 

independently to creatively develop their 

own perspectives and approaches. They are 

expected to engage with some of  the historical 

contexts and political issues which influence 

the way in which visual art has developed. 

There will be an integrated relationship 

between studio work and investigation work 

throughout.  Contextual, visual and critical 

investigation is an important element of  

the course and students are expected to 

develop their understanding and appreciation 

of  the visual arts across a wide range of  

international contexts.

IB Visual Arts
(Higher and Standard Level)
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Who are A-levels for?

You might choose to study A-levels because 

you:

• want to study 3 or 4 subjects

• want to specialise in a particular subject 

area such as science or humanities

• prefer a modular course with exams every 

year

• want to achieve AS levels after just one year 

of  study

• like the fact that you will be encouraged to 

become an independent learner, carrying 

out your own research and reading around 

your subjects

The AS/A level programme is currently a  two 

year programme of  study. Students study AS 

levels in the first year (Year 12) and take AS 

level exams in June. AS examinations are set 

at a standard between GCSE and A2 level.  

AS grades cannot be declined. Even if  a 

student intends to re-sit an AS module, results 

must be declared on university applications.  

Students who are able to progress to Year 13 

will continue with some, or all, of  their AS level 

subjects, studying the second part of  the A 

level (A2) so that they complete the full A level 

by the end of  their second year of  Sixth Form 

studies. 

For admission to a typical programme of  

four (or more) AS levels, students should 

have a minimum of  eight GCSEs. If  students 

have some non-GCSE qualifications, such 

as Btec courses, which are equivalent to 

GCSEs then they should still have at least six 

actual GCSEs.  The subjects should include 

English Language and Maths, and the grades 

achieved should be mainly B grades. 

AS level courses are mostly assessed through 

written examinations.  Students who have 

studied a programme at school which is 

mostly made up of  vocational qualifications, 

assessed through coursework, are generally 

recommended to continue with a vocational 

pathway at level 3.  To progress from a 

vocational course to an AS subject (e.g, 

Business, ICT, PE, Performing Arts) we would 

normally expect a pass at Distinction in the 

vocational subject.

Extended Project Qualification

All students studying AS levels will additionally 

have the opportunity to undertake the AQA 

Extended Project Qualification, beginning 

in May of  Year 12.  The Extended Project is 

a 5000 word (or equivalent) extended study 

which involves pupils in independent research 

on a topic of  their choice. Their study can be 

based around the production of  an essay, 

artefact or performance.  This is a level 3 

qualification which appears on the UCAS 

tariff  table.  Undertaking the Extended Project 

enables students to develop independent 

learning, initiative and study skills.  It is 

considered to be an excellent preparation for 

study at university level.

AS + A2
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Progression from AS levels to A2

Progression from AS levels to A2 is subject 

to students demonstrating the capacity to 

benefit from the A2 course. The A2 is more 

demanding academically than AS level, so 

students who are demonstrably struggling with 

AS will not be admitted to A2. For automatic 

progression this will normally mean achieving 

a minimum of  a C grade in the AS level in 

order to continue with the subject at A2. 

Abby Halfacre
Notley High School

A level student

“The Sixth Form has a very caring 

environment; it makes you feel you 

can do even better”
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AS/A2 Subject Entry Qualifications

Art (Art, Craft and Design) GCSE grade B in Art or portfolio of  appropriate level

Biology GCSE grade B in Biology or Additional Science

Business Studies GCSE grade C in English and Maths is required

Chemistry GCSE grade B in Chemistry or B in Additional Science is required

Drama and Theatre Studies GCSE grade B in either Drama or English

Design Technology: Product Design 
(3D Design)

No previous experience of  Design Technology or Product Design is necessary.  Students will not necessarily have completed a 
GCSE in Design Technology

Design Technology: Textiles No previous experience of  Design Technology or Textiles is necessary.  Students would be expected to have a good level of  
achievement in a range of  GCSE courses including English and Humanities subjects

Economics No prior experience of  Economics required. Students will require a range of  GCSEs, including Maths, and some will be grade B

English Language and Literature GCSE grade C in English

English Literature GCSE grade C in English

Geography GCSE grade C in Geography or similar, e.g. History or Leisure and Tourism

Geology No previous knowledge of  Geology is required.  Students would be expected to have a good level of  achievement in a range of  
GCSE courses including English, Science, Mathematics and Humanities

History GCSE grade C in History or similar, e.g. Geography or English

ICT Students will not necessarily have completed a GCSE in ICT. However they will require a range of  GCSEs, including 
Mathematics, and some will be at B grade

Mathematics GCSE grade B in Mathematics

Further Mathematics GCSE grade A or A*  in Mathematics

Media Studies GCSE grade C in English. GCSE Media Studies desirable but not essential

Modern Foreign Languages – 
offered in French and Spanish

GCSE grade B in the relevant language

Music GCSE grade B in Music. It is expected that students will have instrumental or vocal achievement at grade 5 or higher

Music Technology Students would be expected to have a good level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE subjects including grade C in Music

Physical Education GCSE grade B Physical Education is desirable. Grade B in a Science subject is required

Physics GCSE grade B in Additional Science or B in Physics, as well as GSCE grade B in Mathematics. It is recommended students 
who study Physics also study Mathematics

Psychology Good level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE courses, including English, Science, Mathematics and Humanities subjects

Religious Education Good level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE courses including Science and Humanities subjects

Sociology Good level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE courses including English and Humanities subjects

Applied Science GCSE grade CC or above in Science required alongside the ability to meet deadlines and motivation to organise the production 
of  coursework.

Our A level Courses with entry qualifications:

AS/A levels



AS and A2
Course outlines
More detailed outlines of  course specifications are available via our 
website www.braintreesixthform.com

Entry qualifications

If  GCSE Art has been taken a grade B is 

required.  Admission to the course for other 

applicants is conditional upon production 

of  a portfolio of  work that demonstrates an 

appropriate level of  skill and commitment.

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in either Biology or Additional 

Science is required.  

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in English and Maths is 

required.

Students following this course will be 

introduced to a wide range of  art practices 

and concepts through practical work in 

the studio and research into the work of  

other artists. There will be a structured and 

progressive approach to the exploration of  

materials and equipment including drawing, 

3D work in clay & other materials, printmaking, 

painting and the use of  digital media. Visits 

will be made to art galleries, museums and 

other places of  visual interest. Students are 

encouraged to work independently and to 

develop an understanding of  how their work 

relates to the history of  both art and ideas. 

Students develop practical art skills which 

allow them to creatively explore and respond 

to their personal experience through their 

artwork.

Students following this course will build 

on concepts and skills that will have 

been developed in their GCSE Science 

specifications, presenting Biology as an 

exciting, relevant and challenging subject. 

There will be a structured and progressive 

approach to the essential principles, in 

contexts that students find interesting, 

stimulating the enthusiasm for Biology. There 

will be a number of  practical activities which 

will help develop practical skills alongside the 

understanding of  concepts and principles. 

Students will be prepared with an 

appropriate and relevant foundation of  

knowledge and skill, either to become 

specialists in further study of  Biology in 

Further Education; or as non-specialists to 

become better informed citizens in the 21st 

century. The principles of  ‘How Science 

Works’ permeate the whole course.

Students following this subject will develop 

a critical knowledge and understanding of  

business organisations and their ability to 

meet society’s needs and wants. They will 

investigate the nature of  business and how it 

operates within the market, how businesses 

are classified, the objectives they set and try 

to achieve, as well as the types of  external 

influences they face, which includes varying 

degrees of  competition. Students will acquire 

a range of  relevant business skills, including 

decision making, problem solving, challenging 

assumptions and quantifying and managing 

information.

AS/A2 Art 
(Art, Craft and Design)

AS/A2 Biology AS/A2 Business Studies
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AS and A2
Courses
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The AS and A2 Chemistry courses have 

been designed to be a practical experience 

for students, with students following this 

course spending time doing both practical 

and theory work. The practical activities 

included will help the students to consolidate 

their understanding of  the main aspects of  

Chemistry and prepare them with the skills 

required to study Science at higher levels. 

Students will study, amongst many things, 

aspects of  Chemistry that are often seen in 

the media or that affect their lives; including 

green chemistry, pharmaceuticals and climate 

change. The course is designed to prepare 

students for progression either into higher 

education or employment.

This course will enable students who are 

passionate about theatre to develop their own 

experiences of  the art form. The students 

will be encouraged to explore and develop 

their own abilities as performers as well 

as developing a critical appreciation of  the 

subject. Through teacher led workshops, 

collaborative work and research tasks they will 

develop their knowledge and understanding 

of  the main influences in theatre, consider 

theatre from the point of  view of  participants 

and audience, integrate theory and practice 

and develop their drama skills creatively and 

imaginatively. The students will have access 

to the highest standard of  resources, being 

taught in the Braintree Arts Theatre as well as 

taking part in workshops lead by professional 

companies. Trips to see live theatre will 

enable students to experience a variety of  

theatre genres. Although the nature of  work in 

theatre is collaborative the students will also 

be required to cultivate an independent study 

style.

This course is designed to encourage students 

to take a broad view of  design and technology, 

to develop their capacity to design and make 

products and to appreciate the complex 

relations between design, manufacture and 

marketing. Through study and first-hand 

experience in practical work, students gain an 

understanding of  the physical and mechanical 

properties of  a broad range of  materials and 

components. Coursework projects provide 

the opportunity for students to learn about 

the use of  computer aided design (CAD) and 

computer aided manufacture (CAM). Through 

the study and detailed analysis of  a wide 

range of  products, students begin to develop 

an understanding of  broader issues for the 

designer such as environmental sustainability, 

ergonomics and consumer safety.

AS/A2 Chemistry AS/A2 Drama and 
Theatre Studies

AS/A2 Design Technology: Product 
Design (3D Design)

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Chemistry or B in Additional 

Science is required.

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B either Drama or English is 

required. 

Entry qualifications

No previous experience of  Design Technology 

or Product Design is necessary.  Students will 

not necessarily have completed a GCSE in 

Design Technology



Students will develop their knowledge of  

literature through study of  a range of  literary 

eras and genres. They will develop their 

analytical skills and be encouraged to give 

considered personal responses. At AS level, 

students will study both classic and modern 

prose and poetry leading to assessment by 

a written, open-book examination. They will 

also produce a portfolio of  two pieces of  

coursework based on study of  two drama 

texts from the comedy genre, one of  which 

will be a Shakespeare play. At A2 level 

students will develop knowledge and ideas 

on the significance of  genre through focus on 

Gothic literature. This will be assessed by a 

written, closed-book examination. They will 

also undertake independent study based on 

comparative study of  two related texts and 

a pre-released anthology of  critical material. 

They will be expected to produce a portfolio of  

two pieces of  written coursework in response 

to this study. 

AS/A2 English Literature

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in English is required.
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This thought-provoking course offers the 

opportunity to learn about the latest economic 

theory and practices in the context of  

different economic issues both nationally 

and internationally.  Few decisions are taken 

that are not influenced to some degree by 

economics.  The course explores the role of  

government, producers and consumers and 

explains many of  the issues and debates that 

feature in today’s economic news and society 

in general.  Students will study topics such as 

the national and global management of  the 

economy, competitive markets and economic 

efficiency.

AS/A2 Economics

Entry qualifications

No prior experience of  Economics is required, 

however students will require a range of  

GCSEs, including Mathematics, and some will 

be at B grade.

Students will study and work with a variety of  

fabrics and components used in the design 

and making of  textile products. They work 

in both two and three dimensional forms. 

Students will gain an understanding of  

industrial and commercial practices within 

the area of  design and manufacture: Unit 1 - 

Materials, Components and Application, Unit 

2 - Learning Through Designing and Making.  

Students will design and make textile products 

and explore that complex relations between 

design, manufacture, materials and marketing.

AS/A2 Design Technology: Textiles

Entry qualifications

A keen interest in the subject area and a 

small portfolio of  work is required. Students 

would be expected to have a good level of  

achievement in a range of  GCSE courses 

including English and Humanities subjects.



AS and A2
Courses

This subject will offer students the opportunity 

to study geological processes that operate at 

and below the Earth’s surface, the evidence 

of  past life and the uses made of  geological 

materials. Through this specification students 

will also cover the processes and products 

that form our planet and its rocks.  Geology 

applies physical, chemical and biological 

principles to the investigation of  the Earth.  

The course stresses the importance and 

relevance of  geology to everyday life, 

technological applications and social, 

economic and environmental issues.  As part 

of  a broad A-level programme, the course 

compliments science courses or provides a 

contrasting course within humanities.

AS/A2 Geology

Entry qualifications

No previous knowledge of  Geology is 

required.  Students would be expected to 

have a good level of  achievement in a range 

of  GCSE courses including English, Science, 

Mathematics and Humanities.
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AS/A2 Geography

Students following this subject will be 

introduced to the main geographical issues 

and concepts that are relevant to the 

contemporary world, enabling them to make 

better informed decisions and be sensitive to 

a wide range of  viewpoints and challenges. 

The course examines physical and human 

geography and how they interconnect. It 

explores the concepts and processes that 

help explain geographical phenomena and the 

diversity of  landscapes. Environmental issues 

and sustainability is a central theme. Students 

will be given the opportunity to further develop 

fieldwork skills and study geographical 

issues and impacts on a variety of  scales 

from the local to the global. There is natural 

progression from GCSE to AS and A2 within 

the course.

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in Geography or a similar 

subject e.g. History or Leisure and Tourism is 

required.

AS/A2 English Language and 
Literature

Students will develop their knowledge of  

literature through study of  a range of  literary 

eras and genres. They will develop their 

analytical skills and be encouraged to give 

considered personal responses. At AS level, 

students will study both classic and modern 

prose and poetry leading to assessment by 

a written, open-book examination. They will 

also produce a portfolio of  two pieces of  

coursework based on study of  two drama 

texts from the comedy genre, one of  which 

will be a Shakespeare play. At A2 level 

students will develop knowledge and ideas 

on the significance of  genre through focus on 

Gothic literature. This will be assessed by a 

written, closed-book examination. They will 

also undertake independent study based on 

comparative study of  two related texts and 

a pre-released anthology of  critical material. 

They will be expected to produce a portfolio of  

two pieces of  written coursework in response 

to this study. 

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in English is required.



Jack Putt
Alec Hunter Academy

A Level student

“The Sixth Form has a supportive working 

atmosphere, where you are given advice, 

not just left to it”
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Mathematics AS and A level continue many 

GCSE topics at a higher level and introduce 

important new topics such as calculus.  

There is a heavy emphasis on algebra and 

this will suit students with at least a good B 

grade at GCSE as the course reprises some 

A/A* work from GCSE before moving on to 

more complex work.  The AS comprises of  

three modules: Core 1 & 2 (containing ‘pure 

mathematics’ such as algebra familiar from 

GCSE) and a module either in Statistics, 

Mechanics or Decision Mathematics.  The 

full A level requires a further three modules 

in Year 13: Core 3 & 4, and a further applied 

module.  Each module is equally weighted 

for the final grade and is tested by written 

examination: there is no coursework.  The 

modules are increasingly challenging and 

include some real world applications such 

as finding the minimum amount of  material 

needed to create the largest volume container 

or the most efficient route for a postman 

delivering mail.

AS/A2 Mathematics

Entry qualifications

GCSE Grade B in Mathematics is required for 

AS and A level Mathematics. GCSE Grade A 

or A* is required for Further Mathematics.

Students will study a blend of  British and 

European/World History at AS and A2 level, 

incorporating two modules for the AS and a 

further two for the A2.  These modules cover: 

significant events, individuals and issues; a 

range of  historical perspectives; the diversity 

of  society; the history of  more than one 

country; a substantial element of  English 

history; and, continuity and change over a 

period of  time. At A2 level, in their coursework 

unit , students develop as learners through the 

production of  an independent study on which 

they have some choice of  topic.

AS/A2 History

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C History or a similar subject e.g. 

Geography or English is required.

This is an intensive course which allows 

students to develop a broad range of  ICT 

skills together with an in-depth knowledge 

and understanding of  ICT. The course 

explores areas of  information processing, 

operating systems and applications and 

provides the ideal foundation for students 

who wish to pursue ICT at degree level or as 

a career. Students can either achieve the AS 

qualification if  they successfully complete the 

two mandatory units at AS level or achieve the 

Advanced qualification if  they complete four 

units in total. This course comprises written 

examinations and practical skills, which are 

assessed through coursework.

AS/A2 Information and 
Communication Technology

Entry qualifications

Students will not necessarily have completed 

a GCSE in ICT. However they will require a 

range of  GCSEs, including Mathematics, and 

some will be at B grade.



AS and A2
Courses
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AS/A2 Modern Foreign Languages 
Offered in French and Spanish

The aim of  this course is to develop the 

student’s ability to communicate effectively, 

read and understand texts, write extended 

essays in the foreign language and develop 

listening comprehension. The content is 

focussed on life in the present day. At AS 

level it will deal with contemporary topics 

such as: for AS: media, popular culture, 

healthy lifestyle and family/relationships and 

for A2: Environment, the multicultural society, 

contemporary social issues and cultural 

topics. Three additional topics: customs, 

traditions, beliefs and religion; national and 

international events; and literature and the 

arts are studied at A2. Assessment is based 

on both spoken expression and response 

and on understanding and written response. 

Students will explore the culture and traditions 

of  the country and communities where the 

language is spoken through the topics studied.

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in the relevant language is 

required.

AS/A2 Media Studies

The course aims to give students an 

understanding of  specific media texts, 

how they are produced, the institutions 

that produce them and the audiences who 

interpret them. Students explore ways in which 

messages and meanings are constructed 

in the media and use analytical and critical 

frameworks as a means of  understanding 

them. Research is undertaken and pupils 

develop skills in the production and evaluation 

of  a variety of  media texts. Students plan and 

construct media products using appropriate 

technical and creative skills in 2D media such 

as video, print, audio and website.

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade C in English is required. GCSE 

Media Studies is desirable but not essential.  

Further Mathematics can be taken as a 

second A level choice by students already 

choosing Mathematics A level.  This is 

advisable for any student who might wish to 

study for a maths-based degree at university. 

Students wishing to gain the Further Maths 

qualification must sit a further 3 modules 

for the AS (Further Pure 1, and 2 different 

applied modules) and 3 modules again in 

Year 13 for the full A level (Further Pure 2 and 

another 2 applied modules).  Students will be 

given further advice to enable them to select 

appropriate modules at the start of  the course.

Further Mathematics

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Mathematics is required for 

AS and A level Mathematics. GCSE grade A 

or A* is required for Further Mathematics.



Harriette Gorman
Alec Hunter Academy

A level Student

“I like that you are noticed because it is a small sixth form and that it has 

a friendly atmosphere where you’re not afraid to ask for help when you 

need it. All staff  are massively supportive and understanding! “
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This multi disciplinary approach to dance, 

music and drama develops qualities of  

imagination, sensitivity and artistic knowledge 

and understanding. You will follow a 

programme of  study that enables you to 

acquire skills and analyse work from each 

of  the discrete art forms as well as exploring 

approaches to performance which unite them. 

This course provides the opportunity to work 

with others who are passionate about the 

arts. You will devise work as well as study and 

perform existing repertoire. You will explore 

genres and practionners in a practical way 

and learn how to link theory and practice. 

This mode of  study will allow you to grasp the 

social, cultural and historical context in which 

the performing arts operates. If  you want to 

develop your skills and nurture your passion 

for all 3 art forms this exciting and dynamic 

course is the one for you.

AS/A2 Performance Studies

Entry qualifications

Minimum of  a GCSE grade B in one of  the 

Performing Arts disciplines.

This course extends students’ GCSE skills 

of  Performing, Composing and Listening. 

Students are encouraged to study a wide 

range of  music from folk, jazz, popular and 

classical traditions of  Western and non-

Western origin. Throughout the course 

students will develop skills in using relevant 

music technology. There will be opportunities 

to attend concerts and workshops throughout 

the course. This will give further insight, depth 

of  understanding and appreciation of  the 

music studied.

AS/A2 Music

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Music is normally required. 

It is expected that students will have 

instrumental or vocal achievement at Grade 5 

or higher.

Music technology plays a key role in music 

across the world. This qualification is designed 

to open up a range of  exciting and useful 

tasks. Students, including those who do not 

play a traditional instrument, are encouraged 

to explore their musicality and create original 

materials using technology. The emphasis 

is on practical tasks in which students will 

be given the opportunity to sequence MIDI, 

sequence audio, record live instruments and 

compose using music technology.

AS/A2 Music Technology

Entry qualifications

Students would be expected to have a good 

level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE 

subjects including grade C in Music.



AS and A2
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AS/A2 Psychology

If  you have an enquiring mind, a good 

sense of  humour and enjoy reading and 

debating then this is the subject for you. The 

study of  Psychology will enable you to gain 

fascinating insights into human and animal 

behaviour.  Students will study behaviour from 

a variety of  different theoretical perspectives. 

Psychologists use scientific methods, but 

their main subject matter is human beings, 

so Psychology is a subject that links the 

Humanities and Sciences. Students will 

design, conduct and report on their own 

experimental research investigations. A wide 

range of  teaching and learning activities are 

utilised to study interesting topics such as 

attraction, eating disorders, child development, 

aggression and the media.

Entry qualifications

Students would be expected to have a 

good level of  achievement in a range of  

GCSE courses including English, Science, 

Mathematics and Humanities.
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This course builds on the student’s 

experience from Key Stage 4 and GCSE PE 

to enhance their knowledge and increase 

their understanding of  factors that affect 

performance and participation in physical 

activities. The course is largely theory-based 

with the aim of  building an understanding of  

the physiological and psychological effects 

of  sport and physical activity. Students will 

also be offered the opportunity to experience 

a variety of  roles in sport such as performer, 

official and/or leader/coach at AS and then 

be able to specialise in one of  these at A2. 

The content of  the course also addresses 

current contemporary topics in sport such 

as the impact of  the use of  specialised 

training, sports technology and increasing 

commercialisation of  sport. 

AS/A2 Physics

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Additional Science or 

B in Physics is required. GCSE grade 

B in Mathematics is also required.  It is 

recommended that students who study AS 

Physics also study AS Mathematics.

This course builds on the student’s 

experience from Key Stage 4 and GCSE PE 

to enhance their knowledge and increase 

their understanding of  factors that affect 

performance and participation in physical 

activities. The course is largely theory-based 

with the aim of  building an understanding of  

the physiological and psychological effects 

of  sport and physical activity. Students will 

also be offered the opportunity to experience 

a variety of  roles in sport such as performer, 

official and/or leader/coach at AS and then 

be able to specialise in one of  these at A2. 

The content of  the course also addresses 

current contemporary topics in sport such 

as the impact of  the use of  specialised 

training, sports technology and increasing 

commercialisation of  sport. 

AS/A2 Physical Education

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade B in Physical Education is 

desirable.  A grade B or above in a Science 

subject is required.
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Applied A-level Science offers students 

the chance to concentrate on some of  the 

vocational aspects of  Science. It is ideal for 

students seeking a broad background in 

Science and for those considering progression 

on to Science based courses such as 

Biochemical Sciences, Chemistry, Food 

Technology, Human Physiology, Nursing, 

Sports Science, Materials Science, and 

Medical Physics.  Students will investigate 

how science is used in a number of  industrial, 

commercial and service companies ranging 

from the NHS to GlaxoSmithKline.  There 

will be opportunity to visit some of  these 

organisations to collect data for the course 

and to get first-hand experience of  how the 

science studied in the classroom is put to use 

in producing a product or providing a service.

The course comprises two written portfolios 

(coursework) as well as an externally-

examined exam module in each year.  

Research and organisational skills are 

required. 

Applied A level offered in Science
Double or single award

Entry qualifications

GCSE grade CC or above in Science required 

alongside the ability to meet deadlines and 

motivation to organise the production of  

coursework.

Sociology is the study of  society and 

individuals. It is suitable for students who have 

an open, enquiring mind and enjoy debating 

contemporary issues. A number of  theoretical 

and political perspectives are applied to the 

study of  topics such as education, families 

and households, mass media and crime 

and deviance.  A wider knowledge and 

understanding of  the society in which we 

live is essential and students must be keen 

on keeping up to date with the news and 

current affairs. As members of  society all 

students should come to the course equipped 

with some knowledge of  the social world, 

but through the study of  Sociology they will 

develop a deeper understanding and examine 

issues that directly affect life in Britain and 

other areas of  the World. Students learn how 

to conduct experimental and non-experimental 

research, and even carry out and report on 

their own sociological investigations

AS/A2 Sociology

Entry qualifications

Students would be expected to have a good 

level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE 

courses including English and Humanities 

subjects.

AS/A2 Religious Studies

The overall aims of  this course are to provide 

an understanding of  some key issues in 

the Philosophy of  Religion and Ethics and 

thereby develop students’ capacity for creating 

coherent and carefully balanced argument. 

Students will have the chance to develop 

transferable skills that will be invaluable, 

whatever university course or career they 

may choose in the future. They will be able 

to think more clearly and logically, spot flaws 

in arguments and express themselves fairly 

but firmly in group discussions. They will find 

themselves having impassioned discussions 

inside and outside the classroom as they 

follow in the footsteps of  some of  the great 

thinkers.

Entry qualifications

Students would be expected to have a good 

level of  achievement in a range of  GCSE 

courses including Science and Humanities 

subjects.

Amy Wills
Notley High School

A-level student

“There are lots of  opportunities and 

activities that you can take part in 

such as music, art and drama”



All students studying AS levels will additionally 

have the opportunity to undertake the AQA 

Extended Project Qualification, beginning in 

May of  Year 12.  The area of  study for the 

project is chosen by the individual student, 

based on their own interests and it takes the 

form of  independent research leading to a 

5,000 word essay. Their study can be based 

around the production of  an essay, artefact or 

performance.  

This is a level 3 qualification which appears 

on the UCAS tariff  table and can be awarded 

at up to A* grade.  The project provides 

students with the opportunity to develop 

the kind of  independent research skills and 

organisational abilities required for successful 

university study and as such it is highly 

regarded by admissions officers. Students 

are supported by a project supervisor 

and additional timetabled sessions are 

provided. Organisational skills, motivation 

and commitment are essential as students 

are responsible for meeting all deadlines 

and managing the reading, write up and final 

presentation of  their findings.  

EPQ examples:

1. To what extent does the common metal aluminium as a contributory factor induce the 

onset of Dementia of the Alzheimer’s type?

 Harry Williams, Year 13 A-level student commented, “Researching for my Extended Project 

helped develop critical reading and was excellent preparation for Higher Education.  I found 

the evidence regarding the influence of  aluminium on the onset of  Alzheimer’s layered 

and complex.  There were many factors to take into account and reaching a conclusion 

demanded rigorous evaluation.  I enjoyed the freedom to work independently and to liaise 

with my supervisor on an adult basis and would recommend the EPQ to any students with the 

capacity to take on more.”

2. To what extent is endurance running predisposed?  

 Chloe Beckett was awarded an A* for this project which also formed subject 

for discussion during her successful interview for a place to read History at 

Homerton College, Cambridge.

3.  What features are there to be found in St Matthew’s Passion to demonstrate Bach’s 

influence on the developing genre of opera?  

 This was the EPQ subject chosen by Ellie Hicks, who left Braintree Sixth 

Form to read Music at University College, Oxford last year.

For additional information follow the link to the AQA website:  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/aqa-certificate/EPQ-9990

A Level 
Extended Project Qualification

UCAS tariff  equivalent to half  an A2 qualification
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Tom Bearman
Alec Hunter Academy

A level student 

“The Sixth Form environment is very academically focused 

and allows for more one to one time with teachers, making 

your learning more personalised and enjoyable”
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Enrichment

All students take part in a structured 

programme of  activities on Wednesday 

afternoons, providing an excellent opportunity 

to develop leadership, organisational and 

interpersonal skills, pursue an existing interest 

or simply try something new.

A wide range of  activities are offered including 

arts, dance, drama, ICT, languages, music, 

sports and voluntary work. These activities 

bring IB and A level, Year 12 and Year 13 

students together to improve their personal 

and academic skills.  Other activities on 

offer include the Duke of  Edinburgh Award 

Scheme, up to Gold Award, photography 

workshops, production of  the Sixth Form 

newsletter and skills based activities such as 

courses in cookery, ceramics and touch typing.  

Some students also choose to return to their 

own secondary school, or visit local primary 

schools to work as teaching assistants. 

Enrichment provides students with the 

opportunity to demonstrate the creativity, 

organisational skills, professionalism and 

initiative that admissions officers or employers 

are looking for.  

A full list of  the opportunities on offer is 

provided prior to the start of  each term. It 

is expected that students will take part in a 

number of  different activities or projects during 

their time in the Sixth Form.

 In addition, a variety of  clubs and activities 

take place at lunchtime and after the end 

of  the Sixth Form day, including jazz band, 

orchestra, art workshops choir and drama.  

Those students taking the IB Diploma 

will be able to work towards meeting the 

requirements of  CAS (Creativity, Action, 

Service) through their involvement in the 

enrichment programme. 

Sports 

Braintree Sixth Form offers a range of  sports 

through the enrichment programme. There 

is the opportunity to compete as part of  the 

football or netball team in a league against 

other sixth forms in the area. More informal 

tournaments also operate within the Sixth 

Form, with 5-aside football proving to be very 

popular. Other sports on offer include table 

tennis, basketball, badminton, volleyball, 

trampolining, fitness and in the summer we 

offer cricket, rounders, tennis and softball. 

There are a number of  sporting events 

throughout the year that Sixth Form students 

can get involved with, either as a competitor 

or organiser. These include cross country and 

athletics competitions. 

The local secondary schools are always 

grateful for assistance from the Sixth Form 

at their numerous sporting events throughout 

the year.  Students also organise or assist 

with extra-curricular sports clubs for younger 

students, or work as a teaching assistants 

within PE lessons. 

“Photography is brilliant!!” 
Dawn Turner, Year 12 student

“It gives you the opportunity to meet 
people you wouldn’t get to know in 
your classes”
Ellen Connelly, Year 12 student

“Enrichment has given everyone 
an opportunity to write something 
positive on a CV or a personal 
Statement” 
Elliot Whipps, Year 12 student

“Enrichment has given me the 
opportunity to pursue something that 
will be directly relevant to my future 
career and university application”
Adam Boulter Year 12 Student



Beyond Braintree
Sixth Form

Braintree Sixth Form has an excellent 

progression record, with the vast majority 

of  students progressing on to Higher 

or Further Education. In 2012, 94% of  

applicants to UK universities gained a place, 

with over 70% securing their first choice of  

institution or better. Each year, a significant 

number of  students secure places on the 

most selective courses at Russell Group 

universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. 

Other progression routes have included 

apprenticeships, army and merchant navy 

placements and study overseas.

Many students choose to continue their 

studies close to home. The Sixth Form enjoys 

excellent links with local universities, with 

staff  from University of  Essex and Anglia 

Ruskin University contributing to the university 

application support programme. Regular 

trips to universities take place throughout 

the year, including a visit to the University of  

Hertfordshire for EPQ students.  All students 

attend the annual UCAS Higher Education 

Superfair. 

The Sixth Form runs an extensive University 

applications support programme.  This begins 

with an information evening for parents and 

a UCAS (Universities Central Admissions 

Service) launch day for students, involving 

workshops delivered by BSF staff  and 

representatives from local universities. Further 

support is provided through the tutorial 

programme, with students benefitting from 

both group and individual sessions with their 

personal tutor. 

Students interested in applying to International 

Universities should seek advice at the time 

of  application as some universities have very 

specific subject requirements and others 

require admissions tests.

Students are encouraged to undertake work 

experience placements, giving them an insight 

into possible career choices. Additional insight 

into matters of  finance, relationships and the 

skills required for post 16 studies is provided 

as part of  the tutorial programme, and through 

a number of  impact days throughout the year.

Careers Guidance 

Sixth Form students have access to 

independent and impartial careers advice via 

our careers advisor who visits the Sixth Form 

to see students by appointment once per 

week. 
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Chloe Cockell
Tabor Academy

A level student

 “I like the size of  the sixth form which I find more 

friendly and the teachers more approachable”

Some of  our alumni

Ellie Hicks

Ellie studied A levels at Braintree Sixth 

Form. In 2012, she gained A*AA in Music, 

English Literature and Psychology, along with 

an impressive A* in her EPQ. Ellie is now 

studying Music at University of  Oxford. She 

regularly returns to BSF and is able to offer 

advice and guidance to current students.

James Pickering

James studied the IB at Braintree Sixth Form 

and gained an impressive 40 points. This 

secured him a place at University of  Oxford, 

where he is currently in his final year reading 

Chemistry. Like Ellie, he is a regular face 

around the sixth form, providing support in 

Mathematics for current students during his 

time away from Oxford.

Prospectus Photography

Many of the photographs in our prospectus 

were taken by Gemma Giorgio (BSF 2010-

2012).  Gemma studied Art A-level and went on 

to successfully complete a Foundation Diploma 

in Art at Colchester Institute.  She specialised 

in photography and is now working as a 

freelance photographer.  You can contact her 

through the Sixth Form Office.

James Wood and Kieran Jones

James and Kieran are pictured in the BSF library, their base for some 

tuition sessions that they ran on returning to the Sixth Form. It is 

testament to the success of  BSFthat so many of  our alumni are keen 

to return! James is currently at University of  York reading Mathematics, 

whilst Kieran is at University of  Warwick where he is reading Philosophy 

and Literature. Kieran hopes to enter teaching and has found the 

experience of  tutoring others very worthwhile. 



Additional Responsibilities
and Leadership
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Sixth Form students have the opportunity 

to develop their leadership skills through a 

variety of  initiatives.

Working with Subject Teams

Students are regularly asked to contribute to 

Sixth Form faculty reviews and focus groups.  

This involves students giving feedback on 

classroom resources, practices and plans, 

helping staff  to ensure that they are meeting 

student interests and needs. 

Student Ambassadors

Sixth Form students can work as Student 

Ambassadors undertaking a range of  

responsibilities such as helping at Sixth 

Form community and promotional events and 

supporting with the provision of  advice and 

guidance to prospective students.  This gives 

an opportunity for students to develop their 

interpersonal and leadership skills within a 

context of  responsibility and care.

Student Council

Students can choose to be a member of  the 

Student Council, representing the views of  

fellow students and organising social activities 

within the Sixth Form. The Council provides 

a platform for student views, involving 

them in the Sixth Form decision making 

process.  The Council has responsibility for 

liaising with the Sixth Form management 

team and representing students’ views with 

regard to teaching and learning.  Members 

of  this council oversee the regular student 

evaluations of  subject provision and meet with 

members of  the Leadership Team.

The students on the Council also take a lead 

in organising social events such as the Sixth 

Form Ball in Year 13 and charity days. 

Student Governors

Elected by their fellow students, these 

governors represent the students at meetings 

of  the Sixth Form Governing body and have 

a particular responsibility for supporting the 

quality improvement of  teaching and learning.



Student Life

Student life in the Sixth Form is different from 

being at school. In the Sixth Form students 

take much more responsibility for themselves 

and their learning. The Sixth Form centre is 

open before and after the timetabled day so 

that students can arrive early or stay late. 

As well as timetabled lessons and tutorial 

sessions students also have study periods.  

They decide for themselves how to divide their 

time between working in the library, socialising 

with friends in the common room or getting 

refreshments in the Sixth Form cafe.

Student Text Books 

Students are not required to purchase any text 

books for their studies at Braintree Sixth Form. 

All text books are loaned, free of  charge, 

through the Sixth Form Library. A refundable 

deposit for use of  the Library is requested on 

enrolment. Students will only be issued with 

new books for new modules, or new courses, 

upon the return of  the books already issued 

in an appropriate condition. For some courses 

teachers may suggest additional books for 

purchase. These will typically be texts that it 

would be useful for students to have at home, 

or books that students might find it helpful to 

annotate or mark. 

ICT & Laptops

The Sixth Form strongly encourages the 

use of  ICT and electronic communications. 

All students are encouraged to use laptops 

or tablets and lockers for charging devices 

are available in the Sixth Form building.  If  

students prefer not to use a digital media they 

will not be disadvantaged in their studies, 

although they may miss the opportunity to 

develop their practical experience of  how ICT 

is best used, and not used, in real life day-to-

day contexts. Subject information and lesson 

resources are available during each course on 

the intranet, so that students can log on from 

home and manage their own workload. 

Dress Code

Sixth Form students are expected to dress 

in business dress appropriate to a traditional 

office environment. This includes a shirt 

with a collar and tie for male students and 

appropriate equivalent professional dress for 

female students. 

 Educational Visits

There are opportunities for students to take 

part in a range of  day, part day and residential 

visits where their classroom activities can be 

extended and enriched.  Departments will 

include trips where appropriate as an integral 

part of  their programmes of  study.  There are 

also more general opportunities for students 

to take part in theatre, music and sports trips. 

The main educational visit for the IB 

programme is a week long residential in 

France in the summer term. This visit is an 

essential part of  the programme as students 

will be undertaking on various pieces of  

coursework.

Visits do involve students making a financial 

contribution, but we will always endeavour to 

keep the costs to a minimum.
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Adam Boulter
Honywood School

A level student

“‘The support from all the teachers is fantastic. If  you ever need help, they are 

always there. The atmosphere is great here. Quiet when you need it to be and it 

can soon turn into a hard working environment when it comes to lessons.’



Additional 
Information

Student Support

Pastoral support

The Sixth Form aims to provide each 

individual student with appropriate support 

and guidance so that they get the most from 

their time in the Sixth Form and progress 

successfully on to fulfilling careers or further 

study.   Personal Tutors are kept informed 

about the performance of  their tutees across 

their subjects, as well as being aware of  their 

achievements outside the classroom. Systems 

of  assessment and tracking are used to 

ensure that students receive regular feedback 

on their progress in each subject and targets 

for development.   Regular individual tutorial 

meetings and group tutorials ensure that 

every student is in regular contact with their 

Personal Tutor with whom progress will be 

discussed and to whom the tutee can readily 

turn for help or advice. In addition to the Tutor 

Team, the Sixth Form has Heads of  Year and 

an Assistant Head of  Year whose roles are 

to provide additional advice and support on 

both academic and pastoral issues.   Where 

students are experiencing particular difficulties 

the Sixth Form can arrange for mentoring or, 

if  appropriate, counselling with our on-site 

Counsellor.

SEN (Special Educational needs)

The Sixth Form has a SENCO (Special 

Educational Needs Co-ordinator) and SEN 

support is available. The Sixth Form is 

strongly committed to both inclusion and 

equal opportunities and will always look at 

what reasonable adjustments can be made 

in order to facilitate access for students 

with special needs. It is recommended that 

applicants discuss any potential SEN needs 

with the Student Support Officer at an early 

stage, so that there is time to plan appropriate 

strategies and make any necessary 

arrangements before students start courses. 

Special examination arrangements can be put 

in place as necessary.
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Employment

There are some opportunities for paid part 

time employment in the Sixth Form, The 

Braintree Arts Theatre and partnership 

schools. Opportunities will be publicised as 

they arise.

Many Sixth Form students have part time 

jobs. In moderation this can be a valuable 

experience for students, introducing them to 

the world of  work and the expectations of  

the work place. Sixth Form students will be 

expected to plan their part time work so that 

it does not affect their attendance at lessons, 

participation in extra curricular activities and 

their completion of  independent work.  As 

a guideline we would suggest that students 

do not undertake paid work for more than 12 

hours per week.



Additional 
Information

Key Dates

Application process

21 August
GCSE results and enrolment

26 June
Induction for all students holding offers

19 December
Applications close

8 November
Online application opens

7 November
Open Evening

Applying to the Sixth Form

The Sixth Form welcomes applications from 

students studying in any secondary school 

in the UK or European Union. Applications 

can be made from 8 November, 2013 via the 

on line application form on the Sixth Form 

website www.braintreesixthform.com   All 

offers are conditional and based on the 

predicted GCSE or equivalent grades which 

are supplied by the student and confirmed by 

their school.  All applicants will be invited to 

attend a counselling meeting to discuss their 

proposed courses.
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Charlotte Turner
Damira Asperti, Penne d’Agenais, France

IB student

“I found it really easy to settle into Braintree Sixth Form, even 

though I didn’t know anyone. I really like the size and the 

atmosphere of  the Sixth Form”

21 August
GCSE results and enrolment

January - February
Counselling meetings with all applicants

26 June
Induction for all students holding offers

19 December
Applications close

12 March
Deadline for acceptance of  offers

8 November
Applications open - online application 

form launched

7 November
Sixth Fom Open Evening

26 February
Offers made to students by email,

along with details regarding induction
and enrolment

Transport
The Local Authority provides transport 

assistance to post 16 students under 

conditions which include:

• The student must be under 19 at the 

beginning of  the academic year 

 (1 September)

• The student must be attending a full time 

course (at least 3 AS courses)

• The student must live at least 3 miles away 

from the Sixth Form

There is an annual contribution to travel costs, 

this charge is set at £510 for the 2013/14 

academic year. You may be entitled to have 

the charge waived if  you are in receipt of  

certain qualifying benefits. 

For a more information and a transport 

application form see the local authority 

website: www.essex.gov.uk/schooltransport 

or call 0845 603 2200



Braintree Sixth Form

Notley Road

Braintree

Essex

CM7 1WY

Tel: 01376 556353

email: office@braintreesixthform.com
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